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Te chief purpose of this rublication is to distribute information on eero- 
nautics to the tlying personnel of tho Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Cuard, and others connected with aviation, 
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THE NEW TRAINING CENTER 


The future training school for Army flyers comprisas approximately 2,400 
acres and is roughly in tne forma of an eighi-sifed polygon, with one side of the 
tract of land on State Highway. No. 2, Imown as the new Soguin Road, and one side 
on the Hocninger Road. This site is near the town of Schertz, approximately 15 
miles "ie t from the center of San Antonic, Texes. 

The above tract of land, secured through the efforts of the enterprising 
business men of San Antonio, was tendored to the government freavof cost and, as 
appears elsewhere in this issue of the NEWS LETTER, the Bill (H.R. 7009) appreved 
by the President February 15, 1928, authorizes the Secretary of Var to accept the 
land in question as a site for an Army Primary Flying School and flying field. 

The Sécretary of War, in a rerent communication to the Hon. C.M. Chambers, 
Meyor of the City of San Antonio, stated that the War Department, after careful 
study, has decided to acce mt the land, and that as soon as the necessary legal 
steps can be completed, the title passed to the United States and the necessary 
funds appropriated, it is the intention of the War Devartment to commence the 
improvement of this site and to install a flying school thereon. Thanks were ex- 
tended the citizens 6f San Antonio for their very generous contribution to the 
national defense of tho United States. 

The new site will ultimatel: house all the heavier-than-air flying training 
schoOls of the Army Air Corps. Dlans formulated in the Office of the Chief of 
jir Corps contemlate the constriction in the Fiscal Year 1929 of a station for 
the first unit to house the Primary Flying School now operating at March Pield, 
Riverside, Calif. During tho following fiscal year construction will be started 
with the purpose in view of taking care of the Primary Flying School now at 
prooks Field, and either in the Tiscal Year 1931 or 1932 the Advanced Flying 
School now at Folly Field will have its ismine. 

The school building of the primary schools will be grouped or built to- 
gether with the advanced school building nearty or connected witrwthe others, The 
airplano assoubly tuilding, machine shops, warehouses, Quartermasterrwarehouses 
ang maintenance ouildings, bakery, garage, and guerd house will be assenbled in 
one group, end the fire house will be located so that it will be accessible to 
the whole post. The location of the other buildings, such as the enlisted men's 
club, post exchange, theatre and csymnasium, chapel and school, hospital, etc., 
Will be so Located that they cen best’ serve the station as a whole. 

The idea of locating the buildings in the center of the field has been 
adopted, and the layout prepared requires the location of all buildings within a 
circle 4200 fect in diameter, with the $4 hangars required to house the planes of 
the three schools located around the perimeter of this 4200 foot circle. 

All construction will be of Spanish architectural tyne. A very satisfactory 
152 and 163 men barracks, designed by the Construction Division of tr. Office or 
the Quartermaster General, will be used as to floor plan, but the outside of the 
buildings will be finished in Spanish type. A 300-men barracks of this type was 
developed for use at March Field; and it may be advisable to substitute this type 
in sone cases for a 132 and 163-men barracks to reduce costs and improve housing. 

Cadets and bachelor noncommissioned officers will be housed in separate 
buildings with two to a room, cach building having central lavatories, lounging 
rooms and messes, The building for bachelor officers will be in the form ofa 
hollow square with a center court surrounded by a covéred porch supported by 
large arches. Each officer will have his om living room, bedroom, bath and 
closet, and there will be-one central mess and lounsing room. Married officers 
On pormanent duty at the station will have individual one or two-storied houses, 
and student married officers will be housed in four-family apartments. 

The plans for the hospital and Medical School contemplate the. necessary 
flying examination rooms for a flying personnel. of approximately 600, the general 
functions of a hocpital such as offices, dispensary, clinic, les atnbenece”>. room, X=re.’ 
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room, dental offices, storevroom, kitchea and ness, and wards for about 15 beds, 
Additional funds to bring the hospital un to a 50-bed minimmm capacity, plus 
quarters for Medical Ccorms personnel, will be included in the estimates for the 
Kelly Field unit. 

A sum of $5,673,975 is now available with which to start construction work 
on the new Training Center. This amount, supplemented by an item of $1,970,950 
for barracks, and quarters for officers and noncommissioned officers, included 
in H.R. 11134 for authorization for the Fiscal Year 1930, now before Congress 
for action, and another item of $946,500, included in the Fiscal Year 1930 
authorization bill for Air Corps technical construction, will make available 
$8,591,425 with which to proceed on constraction work for the March Field and 
Brooks Field units. 


nee 
THE VISIT OF SECRETARY DAVISON AND GENERAL FECEET TO PANAMA 


The Assistant Secretary of War, Hon. F. Trubdee Davison, and the Chief of 
Air Corps, Major-General James E. Fechet, arrived at France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, on March 24th. Their trip down from the States was marred by an accident 
to one of their amphibians at Minntiitlan, Mexico, and it was necessary for the 
Cormancing Officer of France Field to sence two planes to their assistance. 

Lieuts. McDonald and Williams took off from France Field, and several days 
later landed at Minatitlan without accident. One of the planes was turned over 
to Captain Haker, and Lieuts. McDonald and Williams started back in the other. 
From the stories that these two pilots tell, they had quite a few interesting 
exneriences on their vay back to France Field. At one nlace it was necessary 
to take out all of the bagsage, the radio, the aachor and to take off the whecls 
in order to get the amphitian out of a small lake hemmed in by volcanoes. 

The officers and ladies of France Field gave a tea in honor of Mr. Davison 
and General Fechet upon their arrival at this station. The following day they 
were entertained at the Washington Hotel by Colonel Fisher. On Monday, March 
e6th, the visitors from Vashington spent the day on the Pacific side of the 
Isthmus, inspecting and talking over plans for Albrook Field. Their stay was 
cut very short, and business in Vashington made it necessary for them to start 
their return trip to the States early on the morning of the 27th. 

Secretary Davison and General Fechet landed at Bollins Field at 5:15 p.n. 
4 . end, completinz ‘the last leg of their journey from Fort Bragg, N.C. in 
something less than three hours. The planes circled the field once before 
landing. Major H.C. Davidson, Post Commander, was the first to greet the 
Secretary as he stepped from his ship, and afterwards his wife and three small 
sons embraced him, 

mong those who welcomed the airmen on their arrival was Mr. Grover 
Loening, manufacturer of the Amhibian planes in which the Janal Zone flight was 
made. Mr. Locuing Janded at Bolling Field from New York in his new cabin 
Amphibian a few mimites before the Army fliers arrived. Others at the field 
jncluded former Assistant Secretary of War Hanford MacNider and Lieut. Lester 
J. Maitland, California to Honolulu flier. 
---000--- 


BOLLING FIZLD PLANES PERFORM ACROBATICS OVER WHITE HOUSE ELLIP E 


As the first of a series of military displays, to be given to the public 
of Washington, D.C., throughout the Snring and Summer months, two flights of 
three planes each from Bolling Field performed a number of intricate maneuvers 
over the White House Ellipse on the afternoon of Friday, April 13th. 

Starting with formation flying, which lasted a few minutes, they soon 
broke up and demonstrated the latest methods of pursuit attack, finishing up 
with a short period of acrobatic flying. Those participating in the demonstra- 
tion were Major H.C. Davidson, Post Commander; Captain D. P. Muse, Lieuts. D.M. 
Myers, F.A. Schauss, E. R. Quesada and R.I. Hazen. 

---000--- 

First Dark Boy: Say, dark boy, why is it ah never sees you all ridin' ina 
airyplane, mh? 

Second D.B: What foh you all ask me sech silly a question, niggah, when you 
knows I'se born on Friday 13th in a leap year and the} makes me magnetic to de 
earth! -1359- V-5783, A.C. 
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AN ENTHUSIASTIC AIR PASSENGER 


Major-General Preston Brown, commanding the First Corps Area, with heaé- 
quarters at Boston, Mass., is practically sold on the idea of using the airplane 
as a means of transportation. Recently, when inspecting the Coast Artillery 
fortifications at Fort Adams, R.I. and Portland, Maine, he was flown to these 
places by Lieut. Richard E. Cobb, Air Corps, Supply and Transportation Officer 
at the Boston Airport... Upon his return from Portland, General Brown remrked: 
"This reminds me of the war in Verinont," meaning the flood period. He made a 
number of rlights over the flooded area at that time in an amphibian plane, and 
appears to like the "Duck", as this type of observation plane is often alluded 
to. 

General Brown at this writing is in Washington on official business, and 
was flown from Boston in an Amphibian airplane piloted by Lieut. Donald G. Duke, 
Air Corps, who is in command of the Boston Airport. This plane was temporarily 
assigned to the Boston Airport from Mitchel Field for the General's use, pend- 
ing some alterations to.a Curtiss Attack airplane, regularly assigned to him. 
The rear cockpit of this plane is being modified to make it more comfortable 
in long air journeys. General Brown contemplates making a flight to the 
MateMel Division,: Wright. Field, Davton, Ohio, in the near future to make an 
inspection of the large Experimental Engineering plant of the Air Corps, and 
is also looking forward to a flight to Langley Field, Va., next month to witness 
the aerial maneuvers to take place at that field. 

---000--- 


EXTENSIVE AIR DEMONSTRATION AT LANGLEY FIELD 


Demonstrations of the effectiveness of Pursuit and Attack planes operating 
against Infantry, Artillery and Savalry under simulated war conditions are to be 
staged by the Army Air Corps during the month of May at the various Army service 
and tactical schools. 

The first of these demonstvations will take place at the Army Air Corps 
mactical School at Langley Field, Va., on May 4th, when Army aircraft will 
direct their fire against some 2,000 targets representing Infantry and Artillery, 
and also engage in aerial combat. These demonstrations will be attended by mem- 
bers of the Senate and House Mi litary Affairs Committees, high government offi- 
cials and other observers. 

One of the outstanding features of the demonstrations will be the initial 
appearance in large scale army air operations of the new Attack plane which is 
equipped with six machine guns and.can carry 250 pounds of bombs in addition to 
2,600 rounds of machine ¢un ammunition. 

When engaged. in. battle these. Attack weenes skim about 100 feet above the 
surface of the ground at better than 125 miles per hour. They rely for their 
safety solely on their speed.and the suddenness of their attack. Two guns are 
installed in the wings, two fire through the propeller, these four guns being 
Operated by the pilot. The two remaining guns are handled by the gunner in 
the rear cockpit. 

Because Langley Field is the home of the Second Bombardment Group, a squad- 
ron of 12 bombardment planes will participate in the May 4th demonstration but 
in none of the others. A Pursuit Squadron of 25 planes will also participate, 
and in’ double roles. Several of these planes, in addition to machine guns and 
bombs, will carry apparatus for the laying of smoke screens. 

The demonstrations will be under the command of Brigadier-General Benjamin 
D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of Air Corps. His staff will be headed by Major 
Carl Spatz, who will be in charge of operations. Following the demonstrations 
at Langley, similar exhibits will be given as follows: 

May 5- 8, Artillery School, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

May 8 - 11, Infantry School, Fort Benning, Ga. 

May 15-17, Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

May 17-20, ~ Cavalry School, Fort Riley, Kansas. 

May 20-23, General Service School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, in explaining the purpose of 
the demonstrations, made the following statement: 

'The object is to illustrate to ground troops the war-time tactics of 
modern military aircraft in order*that groung forces may adapt their methods to 
enemy air attack in time of war and also to give our Army pilots opportunity to 
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observe methods employed by ground troonvs threatened by air attack. 

The other branches of the Army are accustomed to work with that portion 
of the Air Corys attached to them for service, such as Observation, but other 
units of air operation, particularly Pursuit and Attack, operate frequently 
as independent offensive units and it is vitally important that officers in 
charge of ground troops and pilots be given full opportunity to study their 
different tactics from first hand observation. -°— 

‘In order to give realism to the demonstration of attacks upon ground 
troops, with bombs and machine guns, targets -representing Artillery, Cavalry 
and Infantry will be used. Nearly 100,000 rounds of machine gun ammunition, 
1,650 twenty-five pound bombs, 200 thirty-pound bombs and almost ten tons of 
smoke screen material will be used in course of the demonstrations." 

---000--- 


SLOTTED WING INVENTION EXPLAINED TO AIR CORPS 


Mr. Frederick Handley Page, a most prominent figure in the aircraft indus- 
try of Great Britain, paid a visit to the Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, 
on the morning of April 17th, and delivered a brief but interesting talk on the 
Slotted wing device with which his company has been conducting experiments for 
the past seven years. 

It is claimed that this device when attached to the wings tends to make an 
airplane latcrally stavle, and this claim was satisfactorily substantiated in 
test flights recently conducted in England of several types of planes equipped 
with same. The normal tendoncy of a. plane when stalled is to start falling into 
a tail spin. Ia the flying demonstrations with the slotted wing, however, 
although the plane was repeatedly brought into a stail, it steadfastly refused 
to fall into a spin. 

The British visitor. had with him a moving picture reel depicting these test 
flights, and in the presence of practically all officers on duty in the Office 
of the Chief of Air Corps, also the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary 
of War; Brigadier-General Benjamin D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of Air Corps, and 
Brigadier General Wm. E. Gillmore, Chief of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, he described: the operation of the slotted wing device and touched 
on the results of these demonstretion flights. Due to the fact that, through 
one of those strange coincidences, an article on the slotivd wing appears else- 
where in this issue of the NEWS LOTTER, there is no need here to quote the lec- 
t at length. 

Mr. Handley Page asserted that the slotted wing hasncow reached the stage 
where its action is perfectly automatic. When the airplane reaches a certain 
angle of incidence, this auxiliary airfoil, hinged to the leading edge of the 
upper wings, automatically moves away from its point of attachment, thereby 
opening the slot which then begins to exert its stabilizing function. The 
slotted wing, he stated, is particularly usefal when flyirs in fogs or clouds, 
for when the pilot desires to lose altitude in order to bring his plane out of 
the misty atmosphere and ascertain his location, aii he needs to do is to pull 
the control stick back and throttle his engins, The plane would then start 
settling downward and contime to do so until the pilot opened the engine 
throttle and pushed the stick forward - all this with no tendency on the part 
of the plane to fall into a spin. 

It is expected that Mr. Handley Page will visit the Materiel Division of 
the Air Corps at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, where experiments on slotted wing 
tests have been conducted for some time. It is believed, also, that he will 
visit the Aircraft Show at Detroit, Michigan, to consult with members of the 

American aircraft industry. 


~---000--- 
LEGIONNAIRES VISIT BOLLING FIELD 


Piloted by William Winston, E.H. Connerton and Richard Chandler, in three 
Fairchild cabin monoplanes, twelve members of the Carle Anderson Post, American 
Legion, of Harrison, N.Y., made a round trip to Bolling Field on April Ist, so 
that the Post Commander, Rosseter P. Maurice, could lay a wreath on the tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier in Arlinston Cemetery. 
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DIVERSIFIED TRAINING OF RESERVE OFTICGRS AT BOSTON AIRPORT 


The program of training Reserve officers flying from the Boston Airport 
nas been changed from individual flying and nlaving in the air to regular as- 
signed missions on Saturdays. Two weeks ago the operations orders cailed for 
message dropping contests, and -last week it was formation flying. These alter- 
nating missions were initiated by the Airport Commander, Liout. Donald G. Duke, 
and they have proven to be of great interest to the Reserves and, at the same 
time, mach more valuable from a training standpoint. 

last Saturday 14 Reserve pilots, 6 Observers and 4 enlisted Reserves ro- 
ported at the Airport for flying and work. The enlisted Reserves help the Reg- 
ular personnel on duty with the ships, and are rewarded by a flight. The big- 
gest problem at the Airport is the lack of Ships, only taree being available at 
this time, in consequence of which each pilot's time is limited to about 40 
mimates. One PT-1, now at the Fairfield Air Denot, is expected to be delivered 
to the Airport. very shortly, and this will improve the situation somewhat. 

---000--- 


OLD FrIENDS EXCHAIGE GREETINGS IN PREAEET AES WIA RADIO 


As the old sayirg goes, this is a small world after all. Dr. M.G. Buckner, 
of Nashville, Tenn., had the surnrise of his dignified life when recently steam- 
ing into Manile Bay on the round-the-world liner CALEDONIA of the Cunard and 
Anchor Line. Shortly after passing Corregidor he-was called to the radio room 
and putting on a headset heard the. mellifluous voice of Lieut. Vince Meloy, whom 
he knew from Nashvilie:days,.welcoming rim to the Islands and inviting him to 
dine that night at the Arm’ and Mavy Cluo. Here's the how of it. Lieuts.. Meloy 
and Hodges were up in the air on a radio test. To make conversation while WYR, 
the Kindley Ficld grcund station, was tuning in, Lieut. Hodges romarked into the 
microphone that they were above the CALEDONIA and that Lieut. Meloy was undoubt- 
edly watching for his friend, Dr. Buckner, to appear on deck. The CALEDONIA 
operator picked up the conversation, tuned in with a "Hello airplane", and call- 
ed Dr. Buckner to the phone. 

: ‘ aes OOerem=> 


‘ QOOMBINED AIR FORCS MANEUVERS WITH LANGLEY FibLD 


Two flights of three shins cach left Bolling Field, D.C. at 1:40 p.m. on 
3 


Friday , cat 15th, to renlezvous with Langley Ficld ships at Smith Point, Va., 
for the purpose of carrying out a joint tactical maneuver. This took the form 


ofa ah ae air force attack on the bridge across the Rappahannock River at 
Taypahannock, Va. The Air Force was corposed pf Attack, 3ombardment and Pursuit. 

The Attack flight was made wp of three 0-1's from be: ling Field, piloted by 
Major H.C. Davidson, Flight Leader, with Lieut. Freeman Alhery as gunner; Cant. 
Donald P. Muse with arrant Officer Mills; and Lieut. Devereux M. Myers with 
Pvt. Joseph A. Droter. 

The Bombardment consisted of the whole Groun from Langley, and the Pursuit 
was made up of two Squadrons oi three flights each from Langley and one flight 
from Bolling. The Pursuit flight from Bolling acted as the reserve element for 
the Pursuit group, and was composed of Lieut. Elwood R. Quesada, Flight Leader; 
Lieut. Henry R. Angeil, #1, and Lieut. Fredérick A. Schauss, #2. 

Both Bolling Field flights returned on the completion of the attack and 
landed at the field at 3:45 p.m. & critique was held by all officers partici- 
pating, and Major Davidson then stated that everything had gone off exactly 
as scheduled. 

---000--- 


VERSATILITY PAR EXCELLENCE 


Lieut. Park Holland, Air Corps, claims the record for versatility in 
Courts-Martial cases = witness the case of an unfortunate recent arrival in the 
Philippines, a non-com, whose foot slipped. After writing the charges for sig- 
nature of the accuser, Lt. Holland administered the cath as Summary Court. As 
Adjutant, he referred them for investigation. As Investiczating Officer, he 
recommended trial. As Individual Counsel, he defended the accused; as Personnel 
Adjutant he testified for him and, oh yes, as Transportation Officer, he ar- 
ranged the attendance of witnesses. 
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THE SLOTTED WING AS A SAFSTY DEVICE 


Some very interesting flying demonstrations were recently conducted in 
England with a DeHaviland "Moth" airplane, equinned with slotted wings. Al- 
though this plane was reneatedly »nlaced into a stalling position it did not go 
into a spin, from which it ould appear that the auxiliary slotted airfoils 
tend to make an airplane laterally stable. 

The Handley-Page Co. has for years conducted various experiments with 
Slotted wings. The first control slots were mechanically overated, thus adding 
an extra control to the nlane. The latest design, however, is considerably 
simlified in that the wing tip slots are automatic in their action. They are 
hinged in such manner that when a certain angle of incidence is reached the 
auxiliary airfoil automatically moves away from its nosition close to the lead 
ing edge of the main airfoil, thereby opening the slot. The automatic type of 
slot, therefore, is not in any way under the control of the pilot but goes into 
operation autommtically as and when required. 

The DeHaviland Aircraft. Co. has been conducting most of the experiments on 
the automatic type of slot, and the demonstrations with the "Moth" were con- 
ducted by Captain Geoffrey de Hoviland. An interesting account of this ilot's 
daring maneuvers with the "Moth" agpeared in a recent issue of the British 
acronautical publicetion FLIGHT, and same is quoted below,as follows: 

"Realism was carried to a hich degree of perfection at the demonstration 
Given by Capt. Geoffrey de Havilland at Stag Lane on Monday of this week, March 
19. It has been known for some time that the De Havilland Aircraft Co. has been 
carrying out experiments with a "Moth" fitted with the Handley Page automatic 
wing-tép slots. As we recorded in FLIGET some weels ago, Capt. Broad had a bit 
of a crash while carrying out o:.e of ti2se experiments - due, it should be re- 
peated, not to the slots, nor to the "Moth", but to a slight error of judgment 
on the part of the rilot. (Capt. Broad's reputation is such that it is not 
likely to suffer from this statement.) At the time, Broad was deliberately ini- 
tating one or the worst feults committed by a beginner in flying, i.e., makinga 
climbing turn off the grovnd, and then cutting out his engine. 

At Monday's demonstration Capt. de Havilland himself took the joy stick and 
gave a demonstration of the kind of liberties which may be taken with a machine 
without serious consequences to the pilot if the machine is fitted with the new 
Handley Page slots. 

The "Moth" had ‘been tut slightly altered from the standard machine. Small 

ages had been mace in the coutrol surfaccs - since it is, of course, essen- 
tial, if the best nossible use 1s to be made of the slots, that all the controls 
should be in harmony. The chief alteration, however, was the substitution of a 
new undercarriage. The horizontal axle was abandoned, the other altcrations 
being due to this fact. “the wheel track was made slightiy wider and, most im 
portant of all, the stio« of the telescopic leg wes considerably increased in 
order to give better shock-absoibing qualities. The demonstrations »nroved that | 
this was no unnecessary pie caution. 

Capt. de Haviltand's demonstrations tool the form of four separate flights, 
each made with the object of showing some particular function of the slotted- 
wing machine. During the first flight Capt. de Havilland took the machine up 
to a couple of thousand feet, and then. demonstrated that the machine cannot be 
made to spin. Reneatedly he so maneuvered the machine that, had it not been 
fitted with slots, it would undoubtedly have gone into a spin. All tuat happen 
ed was that the "Moth" made some steep snirals at specds and attitudes which 
were quite obviously far removed from the condition of autorotation. 

In the second flight Capt. de Havilland repeatedly jerked the stick back 
violently so as to produce a fairly violent stall. There was not the slightest 
lateral "wobble" or uncertainty; but, of course, the machine stalled in the’ 
usual manner, i.e., dropped its nose suddenly and commenced a dive, as any 
machine inevitably mst which depends for its lift upon speed in some direction 
or other. The point was that merely a straight dive followed the stall, and not 
a sign of a spin. In landing from this flight Capt. de Havilland gave a demon- 
stration of what happens when a beginner misjudges his height and lands, as it 
is called, "10 ft. above the ground," i.e., flattens out to land while his 
wheels are still about 10 ft. in the air. A beautiful "three- yoint" landing 
was made "10 ft. up," but the machine, instead of dropping a wing tip as the 
normal machine would most likely do, the slotted "Moth" merely pancaked and 
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pounced a little. 

The next demonstration consisted in landing exactly. the reverse way, i.e., 
"10 ft. below the ground"! In other words, a tecinner may misjucge his height in 
two ways - he may think he is on the ground and "flatten out" too soon (as in the 
previous flight), or he may have the impression that he is not yet low enough, anc 
may glide his machine into the ground. Flight No. 3 imitated the last mentioned 
case. Capt. de Havilland (deliberately, of course) failed to "flatten out". The 
machine struck “ ground at its gliding angle, its nose jerked upwards, a 
bounce with the se in the air followed, and then, at practically no forward 
speed, the r “adhias sank in a stalled condition, still without a sight of any ten- 
dency to drop a wing tip, and came to rest. ; 

The fourth and last flight was a demonstration of stalling the machine from 
about 200 fect., without any power to flatten out (the height being assumed in-_ 
sufficient to permit of the dive which mst precede the “unstalling" of the 
machine. ) During the large number of stalled landings of this nature made dur- 
ing the experiments with the slotted "Moth", it was found that the vertical rate 
of descent of the machine was in the neighborhood of 9 ft. per second (2 para- 
chute drops at.15_ to 1? ft. per second). On this occasion, for some reason which. 
is not yet known, the "Moth" anneared to descend in a series of "steps", very 
slight but unmistakably present, of acceleration and deceleration. As luck would 
have it, the machinc was just in one of its acceleration periods when it struck 
the ground. The result was that the rate of descent was more than the fuselage 
could stand. The cross member of the fuselage gave way, the undercarriage "legs" 
pushed upwards through the body, and the machine sat down flat on its belly. The 
front portion with the — dropped forward, the rear portion or the fuselage 
dropped backward, but Cant. de Havilland was not scratched! Not only so, but 
he afterwards said he felt no particular shock, the whole procecdings being 
comparatively gentle. He was carrying no passenger at the time, but even if a 
passenger had been on board it is extremely coubtful whether he would have been 
damagel at all. ‘Both seats were intact, the aft cockpit entirely so, and the 
front cockpit damaged in such a way that a nassenger would not be likely to have 
been hurt. ‘ 

Very naturally, there was a moment's anxiety among the onlookers, until 
Captain de Havilland was seen to jump out of the machine and to be perfectly un- 
damaged. The accident cid undoubtedly prove that, although nobody would suggest, 
or try to encourage, careless handling of a machine, the consequences of what is 

after all a comparatively trivial mistake, are not likely to be very serious in 
a machine fitted with automatic slots and with a good undercarriage. The next 
step in the evolution of the "Moth" will probably be a redesigning of the part 
of the fuselage in the neighborhood of the undercarriage. In this case the un- 
dercarriage itself was entirely undamaged, it was the fuselage which gave way. 
This is not surprising, as it had not been specially designed for shocks such as 
qt received. 

The demonstration undoubtedly proved that the automatic slots, pronerly de- 
signed, and with the rest of the machine designed to be in harmory, has greatly 
reduced the seriousness of the conscquenccs following upon mistakes in piloting. 
Nobody would claim that the slots make a iachine "fool-yroof." The four-wheel 
brakes on a motor car co a long way towerds facilitating the ary sy of a car, 
in that reasonable errors of judgment in the matter of speed and distance can 
be corrected by means of the brakes. But the brakes do not make a car "fool- 
proof". A driver can still, if he is fool enouch to do so, drive straight into 
a brick wall. 

So also with the automatic slots. The fitting of these does not, for in- 
Stance, prevent a machine from stalling. Eut the slots de prevent the common re- 
sult’ of stalling: the snin, from which there is no way of getting out, except dy 
diving. Put ina different way, the ordinary "Moth" (to keep to'this machine) 
can be stalled down, just as ibe the slotted, "Noth", but, and that is the creat 
point, it takes a very skilled pilot to or -evont it from dropning a ston tin It 
is, so to speak, balanced on a knife's edge laterally. With the slots, hovever, 
it is laterally stable in the stalled@ condition, and consequently the hich de- 
gree of skill in preventing a wing tip from dropping is no lonser necessary. 

Hitherto, if one may use the simile, there has been no punishment to fit 
the crime! The trivial error of getting into a stall has only tco frequently r- 
sulted in the pilot losing his life. The introduction of the automatic slot 
will, we firmly believe, in the vast majority of cases, reduce the "penalty" to 
nothing worse than a damaged machine, and probably hed rarely even this. 
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And, finally, we cannot conclude tiese notes without paying a tribute to 
Captain de Havilland for the practical and personal way in which he interests 
himself in aviation. We knot that he habitually flics cvery new type of ma- 
chine produced by his firm. That. he should have been willing to give a demon- 
stration like that on Monday last is onc more proof of his very great keenness 
and courage, for we maintain that it takes a great deal of courage to make the 
"mistakes" which "D.H." deliberately made. For a skilled pilot to make up his 
mind to stall into the ground, a procedure against which all his instincts as 
a pilot rebel, must teke a tremendous amount of will power. When that same 
pilot is, in addition, a trained engineer and a world-famous aircraft designer, 
with a full technical knowledge of all that is hanpening, the performance is 
even more remarkable. 

A spectator asked the writer who the pilot was, ani on being told, ex- 
claimed 'Oh, young de Havilland!' In view of the fact that "D.H.' has been. 
flying since 1909, the remark is rather significant." 

-~--0090--- 


PROGRESS OF FLYING CADETS AT MARCH FIELD, CALIF. 


The March, 1928, class of Flying Cadets at March Field, Riverside, Calif., 
are well started on their schedules and are making satisfactory progress for the 
short time they have been receiving instruction. Only two stucents of the 106 
enrolled have been s@liminaied, and these @& account of physical disability. 

The average age of the Flying Cadets in the new class is 24 years. Of the 
106 students enrolled, 27 are college graduates. 

The upper class of November, 1927, are now flying DH's. Of the 83 Cadets 
who originally started training, only 43 remain. 

Ar Aeriel Review was staged as a complement to the Director of Training, 
Major Carlyle H. Wash, waco has been ordered on a tour of foreign service. Before 
taking eff, the equipment and personnel participating in the reviow were in- 
spected by Mejor Wash, accompanied by the Headquarters Staff. The formations 

‘led by Major Harmon passed in review with Major Wash in the reviewing stand as 
the reviewing officer. Parachute jumps were made ty the following enlisted men 
from the Douglas Transnort, piloted by Lieut. John S. Gullett: Staff Sergeant 
utterback, Sgt. Browning, Corporal Wetzorke, PrivatesGranam, Garjola, Hansen and 
Set. Wehling. 


ae : 
MLTCHEL FIELD AIRMEN PARTICIPATS IN MANEUVERS 


The Air Corps et Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, participated in a series of 
extensive maneuvers on March 14th which were originally nlanned to entertain the 
Lions Clubs of Nassau County but also served to interest the inmense crowd 
which maintained a weary vizil awaiting the arrival of Centain Hinchcliffe and 
fiss Mackay. : 


The demonstration sterted -t four in the afte:noon with combat and formation 


flying and continued into the evening when the powerful lights of the 62nd Anti- 
Aircraft Regiment of Fort Totton were brought into play. 

Frequent, but what later nroved to be erroncovs, reports of the whereabouts 
of the Hinchcliffe-Mackay plane were received and these added to the atmosphere 
of tension. It was after midnicht before the crowd started to dwindle away. 

---900--- 


DEPARTURE OF FRENCH FLYERS FROM MITCHEL FIELD 


After severel weeks at Mitchel Ficld, N.Y., during which time their Breguet 
plane was overhauled and a new Hispano-Suiza engine installed, Captain Dieudonne 
Costes and Lieut. Joseph Lebdrix left early in March for San Francisco and upon 
arrival there left by steamshin for Tokio, Japan. Press reports stated that the 
airmen, accompanied by Artimr Goebel, winner of the Dole Flight to Honolulu, 
reacheé Yokohama on March Slst, anc that the Frenchmen planned to assemble their 
plane as quickly as possible and again take up their around-the-world flight. 
They are due back in Paris the latter part of April. 

At Paris it is hoped they vill be accorded a reception which will be com- 
mensurate with their achievement, which mst take rank with the most important 
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The News Letter Corres»nondent states that by their unfailins: sood humor 
ynese gallant French officers made friends at Mitchel Field and cvery feature of 
yneir preparations was an evidence of good taste and snortsmanship. 

Had they arrived carlier in the’ scason their recention might have been more 
spontaneous, but it could not have been more sincere. On their flight across 
¢he United States they were forced down twice; once at Sharon, Pa., by a snow 
storm, and again at Rock Springs, Wyoming, by rain. 

‘Rock Sorings is a name which should be familiar to the Air Corps, for it 
was there that Lieut. Russell L. Mauchan was forced down in the summer of 1923 
on his second attempt to fly botween Mitchel and Crissy Fields between dawn and 
dusk. 

---000--- 


TEE DISCOVERY OF BOLLING FIELD 
By the News Letter Corresnondent 


Bolling Field, in the Canital of the greatest country in the world, has at 
last come into its own. t has alrays been felt by members of this post that 
some day some daring nioncer would discover that tucked away in a corner of 
Washington, within five miles of the Canitol, the Army Air Corns had a landing 
field that was well worth visiting. 

On the 19th of March, the Washington newspapers stated that "Lindy", who 
lives, talks, and dreams eviation, had decided to prove to the "Powers that be" 
in politics that airmlanes had come to stay and to be of use to mankind, and 
were not merely playthings for pilots to "crack up". He offerec to take for a 
"hop" any Senator or Representative who wished to be convinced. 

And that was how Bolling Field was discovered. 

Starting early on the morning of the 20th of March, the prospectors came 
in swarms - not only the politicians who were invited, but rich and poor alike 
from every State in the Union. 

They came in rattletran Ford roadsters - vintage 1910 - in snappy new 
American models, direct from the factory, anc in irmorted limousines that were 
dazzling to the eyes. They walked, they*ran, some cven came on crutches, and 
all to see that modest young man known officially as Colonel Charles JA. 
Lindbergh, Air Reserve. 

For five days from early morning until well after Retreat, "Lindy" ran the 
most popular taxi service there has ever been. Using an Army tri-motor Fokker 
and a Navy tri-motor Ford, he made in the five days a tctal of 110 flights. 

Eleven hundred passengers made the round trin across the Potomac, over 
Arlington, then for a swing above the heart of the Nation's Capital, round the 
Capitol dome and back to the ficld. The list of those carried on the vartous 
trips was certainly an imposing one, including as it did representatives of, 
Great Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Jugo-Slavia, Austria, Chile, Cuba, 
Finland, China, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Turkey, Panama, Greece, Guatemala, 
and Siam, in addition to Senators, Representatives and members of their 
families. 

Imaediately after concluding his last day with the society folk of 
diplomatic Washington, the Colonel joined the Commanding Officer and officers of 
Bolling Field at the enlisted men's monthly smoker. He seemed to enjoy the re- 
laxation and was very interested in the half dozen bouts put on by members of 

he post, byt laughingly declined the call for a speech. 
---000--- 


COL. LINDBERGH DROPS IN ON THE ROCKWELL AIR DEPOT 


Colonel Lindbergh, on April 4th, calmly dropped to carth at Rockwell Field 


with his party of original backers on the historical record-making trip in the 


"Spirit of St. Louis". All of San Diego had been looking for the Colonel for 

a number of days and expected him to land at the airport in San Diego, where a 
large crowd had congregated to wait for him. However, he chose the Rockwell 
Field, the starting point of his memorable trip.’ He not only avoided the crowds, 
but landing at Rockwell no doubt brought back pleasant memories. The Colonel is 
always a welcome visitor to Rockwell Ficld. 
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DEATH OF LIEUT. IVAN G. MOORMAN, AIR CORPS “*/ 
By A.M. Jacobs 


Licut. Ivan-G. Moorman, Air. Corps, diod at the Miami Valley Hospital, Dayton 


Ohio,.on March ist as the result of pncumonia fcllowing an operation. His death 
yaS a great shock to his many friends, as he had reported for duty at Wright. . 
Field but a short ‘time before and his illness was but of a week's duration, 

Licut. Moorman became associated with aviation during the War, when~he 

joinsd.the Aviation Section. of the Signal Corps. -In 1922 he participated in one 
of the earliest "mood-will re hts" when five nlanes, commanded by Major Thomas 
G. Lanphier, flew to esginn Haiti, San Domingo, Porto Rico and return. He, served 
two years in Hawaii and was a member of the 1926 class of the Air Corps Enineor- 
ing School at McCook Field, standing first. in his class in general scholarship, 

t was the excellence of this record that led to his being sent later to the 
New York University for certain acronautical courses. Here he again distinguish 
ed himself by his initiative as a student and his hich scholarship. It may be 
classeé among the ironies of existonce that the conferring upon Lieut. Moorman 
of the ata of Aeronautical Engineer, toward which he had teen working, by the 
University, occurred on the dey of his death. With the degree came the 
chlvsretty® Ss hishest commendation upon him as a schola and worker. At Wright 
Field this special. training was about to be ~ to practical use, for Lieut. 
Moorman had been assigned to the Experimental Engiueering Section. 

A capable pilot, a man. of: sterling worth, his is a great loss to his 

‘friends and to the service, 


Lieut. Moorman was bern for 41.15, 1894, at Grosinvil le , Michigan. He atteni- 
ed the public schools at Edwardsville, Ill., and gcaduated from the “McKendree 
College, Lebanon, I21., in 1914. He zursued a posi graduate course at the 
Columbia University, New York City. 

Prior to entering the military service he wrigreeert through the West Indies 
and mastered the Spanish langvere in an eqgeinnieh ad shor » space of time. Enlist- 
ing in the Aviation Section, Sisnal Corps, Decenber 6, i917, he entered the 
School of Military Acronsutics, Princeton Un niversity, Feoruary 2, 1918, and 
graduated April 13, 1918. He received his flying training at Tberts Field, 
Lonoke, Ark., was rated a Reserve Military Aviator, and commissioned a 2nd Lieut. 
on October 7, 1918. After.a tricf. period of duty at Lansley Field, Va., he was 
gent to Post Field,-Fort Sill, Oklahom, where he atterided the School for Aerial 

ervers. Upon ¢rudunation he vas rated an Aerial Observer and shortly after- 
wards ordered for city in the Hawaiian Depertment. Licut. Moorman served as 
Advance Agent in connection with the Air Corns "Good- Will Flight" arcund South 
‘America. . 


~--000--- 
WINTER MANEUVERS OF TH" FIRST PURSUIT GRO? 


During the early part of February the 1st Pursuit cea Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., was cnarazed in winter nmcrcuvers throughout Northern Michigan. 
The planes were @quipped with skiis. Twelve Pursuit planes and two Transports 
particinated in this manenver. Ixtremcly bad flying conditions prevailed 
throuchout the entire mcuver and sub-zero weather-was encountered. All land- 
ings were made on cither ice or snow fields. The Group established advance 
airdromes at Oscoda, Alpena, Siult Ste Marie, Traverse City, Manistee and 
Muske;son. 

Dae to the bad weather encountered it was impossible to carry out the tac- 
tical formations as originally planned. The mobility of aircraft in extromely 
cold weather anc. ina country which is covered with ice and snow was successful 
ly demonstrated. There were two accidents in this maneuvor, one pursuit ship 
being completely demolished and one transport damaged to the extent that it 
required a complete overhaul. The skiis for pursuit ships seemed adequate, but 
the run it takes a transport to get in the air with skiis is considorable. 

---000--- 


MOVING A FIVE-FOOT WIND TUNNEL 
Removal of the five-foot wind tunnel tube and straighteners from McCook 


Field to the new Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, is in progress. For the past year 
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various parts have been transported, and more recontly the four motors and two 
fans have been brought over. Finally, —/ the great tube and straighteners 
were left. 

With the present move in prospect, the five-foot tunnel wos built in sec- 
tions. Tre lonsest of these sections as it has becn taken apart for movin: is 
30 foet, the shortest, 12 feet. Snecial routin,, had to be made, eliminating all 
narrow canal and hydvanlic beidces, for the mouth of the tube is 18 feet, 6 
gnehes wide It was also necessary to take trolloy wires into consideration, 
for the hi; hest section of the tunnel is 16 feet, 8 inchcs, whereas the trolley 
lines are 14 fect from the sreund. Accorcing to city ordinance, the moving will 
have to tale nlace after midnight, and a stranze sight these two trucks and 
five trailers will present to uninitiated passers-by. Wind tunnel work has been 
neld in adcyance nending the setting un of the wind tunnel in the new laboratory, 
and,although this operation and the calibrating after it is set un is a comlox 
and tediouc performance, every offort is being made to expedite it. 

---000--- 


NEW FLYING FILLDS SPRINGING UP 


As time soes on more muicinalitics in Southern California and adjoining 
States are dedicating new flying fields. The last one was Bagle Field at 
Selma, Calitornia, named ir honor of Captain Aubrey I. Eagle, Air Corps. 

Lieuts. @. Greor and E.l.. Robbins were representatives from Rockwell. Field, 
Calif., attending this dedication, which took place on March 3lst. Lieut. 0.P. 
Gothlin, Jr., in a TW-9-C, made a cross-country flight to Chandler, Arizona, on 
March 13th, for the rurrose of representing Rockwell Field at the dedication of 
the new flyin; fiela at that nlace. 

---000--- 


ECHOLS OF TEE EARLY FLYING DAYS 


"A time-piece berinning to be venerable in associations, thoush it is of the 
modern very~thin variety came to our hands the othor day," says the News Letter 
Correspondent from Wright Field, Dayton, 0. In the yellow-zold case was the 
following engraving: "Presented to Velter Brookings by the Repository, Canton, 
Ohio, Sept. 26, 1911, for World's Recorce for accurate lancing with motor stoppe: 
from 1000-foot altitude." The owner of the watch, Valter Brookings, was one of 
the carly pupils of the Wright Brothers @ho flew with them for several years. 
Mr. Brookings is now engaged in business in Dayton. 

---000--- 


WRIGHT FIELD TO Hiva ? RADIO BEACOM 


Work was started on the construction of a new radio beacon station at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. The bencon station will be erected on the summit 
of a low hill just east. of the new Matcric] Division laboratories and will be 
Similar in design and porer to the stations erected in California and Hawaii 
for the trans-Pacific flizhts last sumer, The old station at the Fairfield 
Air Depot will be dismantled. 

_=-~000--~ 


ATJATION FISLD AF PIT CLE z N.Y. TO BE NAMED WHEELER-SACK FIELD 
The War Department has anproved the recommendation of the Netional Guard 


Association of Nev Yorx to name the aviation ficld at Pine Camp, New York, 
hitherto unnamed, in honor of Captain Curtis Wheeler and Lieut. Carl J. Sack. 


This action is in accordence with the custom during the past few years of nam- 


ing military flying fields efter officers lilled in airplene accidents. Captain 
Wheeler and Lieut. Sack lost their lives when their plane crashed at Pine Camp 
on July 6, 1927. The aviation field at Pine Camp, Great Bend, N.Y., is used 
during each field treining perioa of the 27th Division Air Service, of the New 
York National Guard, to which the two officers belonged, so it is peculiarly 
appropriate and fitting that the field should be named in their honor, 
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AT AIR CORPS POSTS 


A Bill (H.R. 12688) introduced in the House of Representatives on April 4, 
1928, by Representative James, providing for various construction projects at 
Air Corps fields and stations, authorizes an appropriation for that purpose of 
not to exceed $6,499,500. A hearing on this bill has already been held by the 
House Military Affairs Committee, in the course of which the Hon. F. Trubee 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, and Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of 
Air Corps, gave their testimony on same. The bill was reported out of the 
Committee on April llth. 

The appropriation above mentioned is itemized below, as follows: 

Albrook Field, Canal Zone: 





























a Sees. 6c CECE OK «Kk eMERE OT CREE Oe $ 200,000 
eee MT GE INE “FRTOROORE og occ c cnc eee cece tec ciunnss 126 , 000 
Headquarters and operations building ........... seceesenecee 40, 000 
Radio, parachute and armament building............e eee seen _ 25,000 
NT ge en ee ee ee ee 75,000 
en ie 5,000 
Emprovement of landing Ticld.............ccseeseces ini aoe wig 600 , 000 
France Field, Canal Zone: 
ia 6 62 nw tans ent es pat ann eee arn “eos 6 Ons 80,000 
bi eee Eee oe Va oid oak Na CR Ries ER We A 30,000 
Photo, radio, parachute and armament building.... ........... 61,000 
EEE I I ET OLY EE eT 160 , 000 
ELEN LE OL TI IEP BIT 200, 000 
EES Ss ee ee BP 103 ,000 
Hawaiian Department. Wheeler Fisld; 
REAR RE REE Aare ne aun ee cuune es Wienke tk Laan’ 240,000 
re 45 , 000 
ee ee Ae I eis iis eyerince ace eS atin Mpa Re Ao oe 40 04 ee 8s 81 , 000 
Headquarters and operations Duilding..........ceceeeeccceeens 40,000 
Photo, radio, parachute, and armament building............... 61,000 
A, i hla oes ek Ow We CORA SO eR 8s SRO He 15,000 
Ben ORE. OT GOD WATONOUEO. oc occ ccace se rsvrccnceesssmsncne 5,000 
ge ES oe 110, 000 
Bolling Field, D.C.: ? 
HOMPOTS ..000605 Ret a ans Cee Me ess a ea 160, 000 
I iis See xt 6 rae 6 Oba ek ee oO eg eee ane 4 12,000 
ey ee NG, GOO WATT Gin sc cece ee sesescedeacesivageds 5, 000 
EN OE PAINE THO lsc odinks esse es ersdenacredede ves aoe 100, 000 
Chanute Field, Illinois: 
hi ks NM tates, sil ada Nha eink Wy wb De we ae ROR Make 04 4 Whelan 120, 000 
Bee GOLDS BIGOS GG VOTOROURS. oo oc ci. ce ce cece seen ences woos |» 506,00 
Headquarters and Operations Building. ........c.ceeseeseesoees 40, 000 
Photo, radio, narachute and armament building. ...........e0e- 61, 000 
EEN LEE I EE Ee re eee eee Te ee 80,000 
EE EEN EE ee ees ee 10,000 
ee ee ee OD WR DOPOUIND on oe 5 oboe s de ede red ereessseess 5,000 
Crissy Field, California: 
8 EE ee ee a ee > ee ne eee ts 40, 000 
Ne fel ee a Us ae hw we W Ca ee Rew eS he 356, 000 
NN ee 5,000 
Paint, oil, and dope warehouse..... Bis Wk Wk oe oe Re oa Saaes 5,000 
Duncan Field, Texas; 
ee ats de acale dcib lt dak wie Bina a A De EEE PL SE ne en 80, 000 
a ie eh i Ce Eee + RN HO Oe ee Op. + OH Ona 243, 000 
Fairfield Air Depot, Ohio: 
ENOTES TL OTT Oe eT Tee TTC RPE Ee 243 , 000 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas: 
EE oe, any are eee a eee 40,000 
Air Corps field shops and warehouse..........ceeeceecesceeees 60,000 
BO eee a Cee ee ee eee ee Te eee ee ere TT 20,000 
Photo, radio, parachute and armament building ...........,5.. 61,000 
ee tor Pe ee ee eT ee 5,000 
ee eee ee ee 20, 000 
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Varshajl Field, Kansas; 





























RR 2 cath ES ae ae ee siete area $ 40,000 
Air Corps ficld shops and warehouse..........ccececeeseceeees 60, 000 
MOGGGORVCSTS BULTOINE.. 6. eke eeeee ree reese cesesoens 20,000 
Photo, radio, parachute and armament building..............-.. 61, 000 
Gasoline and oil storage...... iaunewes a6 wht eee iy nee ee 5,000 
PEERS, OFF and Aope WarOhOUGes oo eg sce cece creer e rise wsees 5,000 
Improvement of landing field... ....seieeecves vise dures wee es 15,000 
Yaxwell Field, Alabama: 
Gasoline and oil storage........... ihn aren dew tein fia tale 8, 000 
Patat, oil and dope warehousc........ COREE e Reese eT 5,000 
Improvement of landing field.......... er re fe 13,000 
yitchel Fiela, New York: 
PAMPETG . wc iadcs Cee ere ee ore PETER OR Cie ed PSO SPT tH 80,000 
i SS COLORES SEAT ODEN ES ETO 36, 000 
Gasoline and oil storage......... PTT OTE PE TEETER LLL 10,000 
Paint, O11, and dope warehouse.........c.ceseccceececsecccess 5,000 
Post Fiole, Cklahoma; - : 
Ree eee CeO eee Cer eeadedeiaa PE ee he ree ee ee oe 40,000 
Air Corps ficld men and warehouse........ Pe ee ee ee es 60,000 
eo” es ar eee ee A er Se ree . 20,000 
Radio, paracimte,; and armament building.......c.eeeseeeeceees 20 , 000 
MUEGLENG ‘ONG O81 GUOTERRs i icc ed cee ges ieecsis Kode swe ceee es 5,000 
Paint, oil and dope warehouse............ errr er ere Trees ss PTE 5,000 
Rockwell Field, Carifornias Tae j 
MEET its ecnaae Se ON te ee ee Le ee ee ee ee ek Pee ree se ee 160,000 
BLT COPPS WATCHOUSGS. 4. esis ceca cccdoees PreT TET eee ees 45,000 
Headquarters and Operations building. ............cc-cecsecees 40,000 
Radio, paracmuite and armament building.......... Cae bain s eae ea 25,000 
DEPGEEROS GUE OEE SSOP. 6 ios ha 6 oh eS ieee de eee ee ieee 10,000 
POSE, “OEE mw Gpw Washes 6b. 5k heii cece ee ce ewiens 5,000 
Rockwell Air Depot, Rockwell Field, California: 
air-depot shops. ; Pra ee OEE TCL y yore CLAS OEE EEE EEL 243 , 000 
Ce) ee ee Fe res ae ee ee ee a . 500,000 
San Antonio Primary Training School, San Antonio, Texas: 
EEE ree Sen I CRE OE LETS are ee 440,000 
Air Corps shops simeanee TC TIT TC TCT TT CEE AREER LULL 126 ,000 
Headquarters and operations building........cccccoccccceccces 40,000 
Wing headquarters building..... a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 60,960 
Photo, radio, parachute, and armament tuilding............... 61,000 
BE ee ers ee. aa J vipa. .- Se ela aesed 40,000 
eS ee eee ere ee 9,500 
BOERS, O60, BRE Gope WATERS: 6 oie cee eee ewe cceeewscees 5,000 
smppowement Of Laeeine TLOLGs 01... cs cc cee ececsceweeeen eens 150,000 
Selfridge Field, Michigan: 
ee Ge WT IDs 56645-6000 os eNO ES sea eS vente eee ok 45,000 
iE PEA, no atta hg Wile w wle whine el OWls aware oew'e om 56,000 
eee eee ee eee eee ee ee oe 10,000 
ame,” GED mead Cw Warnes ois i ce eee reece erees 5,000 
ee ae a | rr ere rere re eee ee ee 50,000 


ee ee ee 


H.R. 7009, an Act to authorize anvnronriations for construction at military 
posts, and for other purposes, anproved February 18, 1928, ma¥es available a sun 
not to exceed $6,595,691, out of which Air Corps fields and stations are allhotto* 
$5,800, 691; the United States Military Academy $185,000; Fort Benjamin Harrison, 
Ind. , $400, 000, an@ Walter Reed General Hospital $310,000. 

The various projects at Air Corps posts covering the allotment, above meu- 
tioned, are itemized velow, as follows: 

Bolling Field, District of Colurbia; 
ee NN Ts ia winli's's axle’ nx «xd a a's al gigee SOU TOWN $ 38,000 








PM UO AO CUTE. eee alec Ca vied we eee eek co Ae ees wee Ca 42,000 
Chanute Field, Illinois: 

Heating system in RANGANE..0ccesccvveseesces oe dA ete 5,629 
Fort Crockett, Texas; 

Machine shop‘and asro repair tuilding.............-. Ge ete uas « 39,869 

Dope and paint house anc lean-to for hoiler room............. 10,775 
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Fort Sam Houston, Texas: Alb) 
Macadamizing hangar line and construction of storm sewer and fort 
eh ne $ 3,858 — 
Hawaiian Department (for the Air Corps) 
I a aie bs Wil ie Heo SR aR 8 Ne @ kes eee 39 ,500 
i ible Gag widinice Wi annie: a nee 6,979 
New Primary Flying Field, San Antonio, Texas; 
aa Mac es 2 'y whuusigmr pain wR Aleeiarere nie 449 ,000 
NN fond sdikcdin wd akc ncnsececn in geben Sdineak ta ies esa ollie 81,000 dire 
ESE PELE TO LEE MT TE Re oe Le eee ee 45 ,000 enct 
Headquarters anc operations buildings............cccecccevcees 40,000 each 
Radio, parachute, ond photosraphic buildings, and armament Tex: 
a aad thal Sa eC sigh NG sid Ww ink WO aang eA 61,000 fly: 
EEE SN FO Te ee ee sales isi 40,000 ava: 
Gasoline and oil storage........ eerie cenmans aa Agee Cee. CxeR 16,900 qua: 
Paint, oil, and dope storage......... TV TTTT TELE ee 5,000 an: 
EN RAPE ORS BORER ioc ci cave vec ves eesteeceseee ane , 15,000 and 
eS €1,000 pur 
New Primary Flying School, Sau Antonio, Texas: Mar 
EE een eee eee ee ee re ere eee 700 , 000 and 
Noncommissioned officers! ‘quarters. Pas eee eieie «eee weddas 540,000 and 
MIN Wika) 66 645-40 KeW eas ese eee poHe WeTrerr rec re 1,020,000 uti 
EN eee Te ET TOT Tee TTT OTe CEE T TTT CEST EET eT TT 150,000 “ 
I CONT ORG Doi oo diced kes ses ban sewoenveesssens ens 15,000 . 
EE Ee eT wae 90,000 
EI ey RE OE eee Te ee eee 80,000 
Quartermaster SOOO: Wi AIOE i i o:6 0s oiccscnctaernwrnecos _ 29,009 
Fire houso, $15,000; Guard House, $30,000. ..... cc. ecw encnees 45,000 
Post Exchange, $45,000; Theatre and gymnasium, $60,000....... . 105,000 par 
Incinerator, $5,000; Railroad spur tracks, $39,700........... » 44,700 pra 
Telephone and telegranh lines in condmit............eeeeeeees ~ 68,375 tim 
Bakery, $10,000; Chapel and School $50,000...........eeeeecees 60,000 ee 
Enlisted men's club, $60,000; Officers mess $60,000........... . 120,000 ye 
Langley Field, Va.: — 
Heating plant for ae A ne ee ee ee 6 , 068 the 
Middletown Air Depot, Middietorm, Pa. hav 
an NAS 2 lhe ae en a 79,000 , 
ee ‘ 38 ,597 
San Antonio Air Devot, San Antonio, Texas; Day 
Bock asphalt apron for HanWars.....sscerccccewcvvecswerevers o* 7,316 the 
Instrument house and engine repair and cleaning building...... 6,861 ter 
Scott Field, Illinois: ove 
Gas HOLST... ceseccsccvcccccsescecssscsseessseuseecsesssseces 49,500 sev 
Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfiola, Ohio: tio 
Gasoline and oil tanks..... RAE H ER te Ss ES as 36,000 the 
March Field, California; ret 
Radio, photographic aad school buildingsS........ceeeeeeeeecnee 86,000 
BARR Flying Lighting system. .... 0... csciccnccevesnesvcvenvens 15, 000 fir 
Maxwell Fielc, Alabama; fly 
HANngar...ceeeee phy Rie CES p Rnd Sy e ype ON pw 0-01) 009 thea ak mike aR 39 ,500 Lir 
Ni icnn soi VGiie 4) «) <n! Venn eet Rowan ewin's So RR OKA Ae Oey eae TOM ~ 81,000 She 
Headquarters and operations buildcings........... ewe ecewreneeee £0,000 but 
Radio, parachute and photographic buildings.....ceceeeeseeees . 56,000 fac 
MARSHES LAMUGINS AIOE Mic + 0. 6:6 0:0 :0.010 0:00 00508 ces cewesececes « . 25,000 wit 
Mitchel Field, Long Is land, New York; 
Hangars........ ah ead Die Knit ne xo Gk here 79,000 the 
Field shop..... REPEN rear oar RC Bote re Ne ee eT eT 81,000 
so eNOS CREAR SR LEDREAE OD SOO b> KORRES EERE A 38 , 000 
Headquarters and operations buildings. evececes a inlein Ware Fanemmages 40,000 
Radio, parachute, and photographic mildings.............-4+- »  §6,000 
Selfridge Field, Michigan: 
Hangars, $237,000; Field Shop, $81,000...........secsccseeses ~- 318,000 ‘ 
Headquarters and Operations buildings........sececccccecceess » 40,000 ais 
Radio and parachute buildings.......... iaiectsetaies ehbkuieee men cun, ae ins 
Ceiling and walling hangars...............- icc esees she exe OND 3,264. at 
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Albrook Ficld, Canal Zone; 
ALOTOO# a 








Gonetruction of landing field........ccccecese piqimet Dh ath aia $400,000 
Meee memwenworen, BONS SF lw es eee 
ge ie ob add Wa 5s) «a Ee BOE 4 Oe ws sao iecesidce. 
Faold warehouse and shop........isswcsscavadevca. (iveveuwane ssiven SEU 
ema COTS. GATIOINE sc cc cc cc ceevens gia Nees eo wees OS ives Bae 
Gasoline and oil storage......... DMA nnae 18 eta 5,000 
pS ge a: ae re Perere Tae 


Under the provisions of this bill the Secretary of War is ‘authorized, when 

directed by the President, to accept on dshalf of the United States, free from 

encumbrances and without cost to the United States, the title in fee Simple to 
soak lands as he may deom necessary or desirable, in the vicinity of San Antonio, 
Texas, ppg Se 2,<00 acres, as a site for an Army primary flying school and 
flying field. mon the acceptance of these lands there is authorized to be made 
available or iene at for the construction thereon of barracks and officers! 
quarters and utilities and appurtenances thereto such amounts as may have been 
appropriated or authcrized for appropriation for barracks and officers' quarters 
and utilities and appurtenances thereto at Brooks Field and Kelly Field, Texas, 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Acts approved February <5, 1927, and 
March 3, 1927. The Secretary of War is further authorized to prepare the grounds 

nd comtruct the necessary roaiways and utilities at said Primary Flying §chool 
and flying field and to trensfer thereto and reestatlish thereon such buildings, 
anerence and equipment then located at Brooks Field and Kelly Field, Texas, as 
he may determine to be necessary and desirable 

asain 


FREIGHT TRAIN FORGES AHEAD OF AIRPLANE 


The above headirg recrlls the story of the Hare and the Tortoise. In this 
particular instance, however, the race was not a pre-arranged affair. Mrs. 
Evangeline Lindbergh, mother of the noted flyer, who probsbly has more flying 
time to her credit tran any menver of her sex, barring the few who were profes- 
gional pilots, was recentl;, flow: from Detroit, Michigan, to Boston, Mass., in 
order to attend a convention cf the National Educational Association. 

Accordins to the Wrisht Field Correspondent, the retrrn trip was made under 
the worst pees weather conditions, one of the members of her party reporting 
having seen a freight train forge ahead of the plane at o.2 stage of their 
t ‘ess. 

Lieuts. Albert ™. Hegcnberger and Harry Johnson, Air Corps, of Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, were the pilots of the Atlantic tri-motor transport C-c, which made 
the trip from Dayton to Detroit, thence to Boston and return. Good weather at- 
tended the flight from Detroit to Boston, and it was acco! plished in a little 
Over six hours. The party remained in Boston some cays, Lieut. Hegenberger giving 
several addresses while Mirc. Lincbergh recei-ed honvrs and attended the conven- 
tion. Miss Maud Dawson, a fellov-teacher of Mrs. Lindbergh's was also a member of 
the flight, and Major Cooser, 0.1.C., of Boston, accompanied the party on the 
return trip. 

After detouring in an effort to get around storms*and fog aréas, the plane 
finally landed at Buffalo efter seven hours in the air and with extremely rough 
flying. Lieut. Hegerberger reported that, in spite of the rough going, Mrs. 
Lindbergh was as much. at ease as if she had been knitting at her own five side. 
She might well have been, uf course, with two such pilots and in such a plane, 
but everyone might not have been so thoroughly sensible as to appreciate the 
fact. The party in the cabin was an extremely merry one, shutting anxiety out 
with whichever pilot happened to be in the cockpit. 

In spite of two landings, the plane finally arrived in Detroit safely. But 
that was a foregote conclusion. 
---000--- 


KEYSTONE BOMBING AIRPLANE TO BE RECONDITIONED 


The Keystone X8-1 Bombardment airplane in which Eubank, pilot, and Mr. Gene 
A. Althoff, Test Observer, had such a narrow escape when it caught fire in the 
air, is to be reconditioned for flight. Two new Curtiss Y-1570 engines will be 
installed, and it is expected the plane will be ready for flight testing within 
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up +o the line in his little Byan.e2 mneplane. He stayed around fora few days 
until the weather cleared and then left for St. Louis. While at Bolling Ficld 
Lieut. Lambert took and successfully »vassed the examinaticn for the rating of 
Junior Airplane Pilot. This young man is responsible for the cartoons appearing 
in the NEWS LITTOR, 


— 
ITALIAN AIR ATTACHE PAYS VISIT TO CANAL ZONE 


Commander Scaroni, the Air Attache from Italy to the United States, arrived 
in the Panama Canal Department on March lst, on which date he inspected France 
Field and the Naval Air Station at Coco Sclo. On the following day he was flown 
to the Pacific sice of the Isthms and called upon the Commanding General and 
the Italian Minister to Panama. On March 7th he was flown to the San Blas 
couatry to see banana plantations and the mtives in that section of the Republic 
of Panama. Commander Scaroni left the Department March 8th and headed for San 
Antonio, Texas. 

---000--- 


AIRPLANE PROVES BAD MEDICINE FOR HAWK 


‘Lieut. Pearcy, Air Corps, had a thrilling experience recently.» Flying nea: 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone, he was ina dive in a PW and making about two 
fifty per when a chicker. hawk decided to attack him. Bird and nlane came to- 
gether at tremendous snecd, with dire results to the bird. The hawk entered the 
leading edge of the upner wing, went three-quarters the length of the chord and 
lodged therein. Licut. Pearcy left his formation, returned to the field and 
proudly exhibited his trophy. 

---000--- 


MODEL AIRPLANE SPONSORS FLY FROM DETROIT TO WASHINGTON 


On April lst there arrived at Bolling Field, D.C. a Ford tri-motor plane 
piloted by Ralph Reed, with Mechanic Dovid Klassen. ‘The passengers were F.M. 
Davis; W.J. McEvoy; Flmer C. Grierson, Secretar;-Tveasurer of the American Roy 
Magazine; W.A. Anderson, T. Collard; F. i. Scott, advertising artist for Ford; 
and Fred L. Slack, the Advertising Manager for Ford plenes. All of these men 
are deeply interested in model airplanes and came to the Canital City to help 
the boys of the City with their work in this branch of aviation. The visitors 
left Bolling Field on the @rd in the same plane and during the homeward journey 
each passenger wrote his impressions of the trip. 

---000--— 


PHOTO SECTION PERSONNEL EANDY WITH PISTOL 


The 12th Photo Section, stationed at France Field, Panama Cai.al Zone, has 
demonstrated that they can shoot firearms as weil as scenes. During the early 
past of last January France Field received notificatien from Department Head- 
quarters that-a Pistol Trophy was to de sent to the post, to be awarded to the 
organization having the highest percentage of persounel qualified. An examina- 
tion of the records disclosed that the l2th Photo Section had developed 6 Pistol 
Experts, 3 Sharpshooters and 9 Markemen - percentage qualified 94.4 - the high- 
est at that station. 

The C.0. of tne 12th Photo Section,on being notified thet upon receipt of 
45¢ to cover cost of packing and shipping the Departmer.t Quartermaster would 
forward the trophy, remitted the remired sum. The trophy was received via 
plane, neatly wrapved in the latest edition of the Panrami Times, secured by a 
rubber band. The Pistol Trophy proveé to be an old modu] Service Revolver,Cal. 
38 (unserviceable), and now that the Section has it, the qestion of the hour is 
shall it be put in a case or kent in the arms rack and allow the next winner to 
Supply the case - since 456 was donatcd for the now obsolete copy of the Times 
and the rubber band. 

Lieut. Douglass, 24th Pursuit Squedren, our Correspondent, suggests that: 
perhaps some organization in the States would like to shoot the 12th Photo 
Section for this Trophy next year. 
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THE AIR CORPS PROMOTION BILL 


The House Committee on iiilitary Affairs, on April 16th, submitted a report 
on the Air Corps promotion bill, H.R. 12814, introduced by Representative Fuarloy, 
which is a revision of his bill, H.R. 12199, with the recommendation that it 
pass. The report, in outlining the unsatisfactory conditions confronting the 
Air Corps with resncct to promotion, states: 

"When the national defense act was passed in 1920 all officers of the Ary 
below the grade of colonel, except those of the Medical Department and chaplains, 
were placed on a single list for the purnose of promotion. It very soon became 
apparent that a number of injusticos existed on that list, and a board of offi- 
cers was appointed in the War Department to determine the extent of these injus- 
tices. After most cxhaustive study and hearings the board reported on May 25, 
1922, to The Adjutant General that 'The Air Service is the only branch or arm 
of the service which is adversely affected as a corps by the promotion situation! 
This board, headed by a general officer, also stated 'Thc board is of the opinio: 
that this situation will affect adverscly the efficiency of the Air Service.! 

During the period of the World War a large influx of officers occurred in 
less than two years. With the reorganization of the Army in 1920 nearly 6,000 
of these World War officers were placed on the promotion list. The average 
period of training of these officers, except those for aviation duty, was slight- 
ly over three months, while the flyer was required to train for an average perioj 
of over six months. This difference of three months in commissioned service is 
magnified into a difference of hundreds of files on the promotion list and years 
of stagnation in the junior grades for the Air Corps officers. The majority of 
the air officers in this World \iar huimp find themselves near the bottom of the 
list. Another War Department board reported in Jamary, 1924, 'The prejudice to 
the Air Service incident to having some of its officers on the promotion list 
well below their contemporaries in other branches should be remedied.' 

It will also oc remembered that a select committee of this House recommend- 
ed in 1925 "that Congress provide remedies for the inequalities and injustices 
suffered by the aviation officers.! 

The President's Aircraft Board also recommendcd a system of temporary pro- 
motion that was enacted into law but proved» unsatisfactory and was never put 
into effect. 

Your committee has heard for years past of the necessity and reasons for 
legislation to take care of the special situation in the Air Corps. The Secre- 
tary of War has told us he would like to see these injustices to the air mon 
remedied if it could be done without injustice to others, and the Chief of Air 
Corps himself has repeatedly advocated the system proposec in this bill. 

The Air Corps has become one of the most immortant branches of our national 
defense and, although adversely affected as a branch in commarison with the 
other arms, its officers have become adjusted to tieir relative positions with 
regard to each other within the Air Corps. Their :sxorale, however, is low be- 
cause of their poor prospects for the future in the Air Corps; their promotion 
has stagnated; their casualty rate is high. 

Colonel Lindbergh told our committee tint "if a flying officer meets his 
death the vacancy should be filled by an Air Corps officer of equal experience.! 

The reports of the Secretary of War discloses the fact that approximately 
40 percent of the deaths on the active list of the Army occur in the Air Corps, 
yet the strength of this arm is less than one-twolfth that of the Army. The 
vacancies thus created, filled by the promotion of officers of all brenches and 
replacements in the Air Corps, are in the junior grades. This tends to adverse- 
ly affect the morale of its officers. 

Military flying will always be hazardous. Many of the safety factors that 
apply to commercial aviation nust in war plaues give way to speed, greater fire 
power, larger borib loads, and other desirable military characteristics. Combat 
will require decidedly different maneuvers from commercial flying. Casualties 
among military flying personnel are consequently relatively high. This great 
rate of attrition requires special consideration in providing replacements. 

It is thus seen that a situation exists in the Air Corps which needs special 
consideration. This branch of our national defense is quite different from the 
other branches and faces conditions peculiar to that service alone. The casualty 
rate is high, expectancy of life for the flying officer is far less than in other 
occupations, strain on the physical resistance from combat flying is -cxcessive, 
the period of greatest flying efficiency is limited, responsibilities of air 
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officers are heavy, and prorotion has starnated. These are facts that your com 
mittee has taken under ccnsideration in the study of the air-officer »nrobdlem and 
have led us to favor the enactment of this bill into lay." 

Mr. Furlow's bill contemplates an Air Corps Pronotion List upon which shall 
be placed the names of all officers of the Air Corps, Regular Arvy, below the 
grade of colonel. These names shall’be arranged in tho same relative order they 
now occupy on the Army promotion list. Air Corps flying officers shall be pro- 
moted to the various grades when credited with commissioned service as follovys: 
to lst Lieut., after 5 years; to Captain, 7 years; to Major, 12 years; to Lt.- 
Colonel, 20 years; to Colonel, 25 years. All flying officers of the Air Corps 
pelow the grade of Colonel shall be nromoted in the order of their standing on 
the Air Corps promoticn list. 

The number of Air Corps officers in the grade of Colonel shall not be less 
than 4 nor more than 6 percentum afiik.ithe mumber in the gerade of Lieut.-Coloncl 
shell not be less than 5 nor more than 7 percentum of the total mumber of offi- 
cers on the Air Corps promotion list; the aggregate mumber of officers of the 
Air Corps in the field grades to be not less than 25 nor more than 40 percentum 
of the total number of officers on the Air Corps promotion list. Air Corns 
flying officers of less than the required years of comnissioned service shall be 
promoted to the grades of Colonel, Lieut.-Colonel and Major only in so far as 
necessary to maintain the above minimum percentages, and only in so far as their 
promotion will not couse the maximun percentarses to be exceeded shall officers 
of the prescribed years of commissioned service be promoted to these grades. 
Non-flying officers of the Air Corps shall be promoted as provided by law for 
the other branches of the Avmy. 

Officers of the Air Corps may, upon ayplication to the President, be placed 
on the retired list arter serving 30 years cither as an officer or soldier. In 
comuting length of service for retirement cracit shall be given for double the 
time heretofore or hereafter “" .  * actually detailed to duty involving 
flying, and credit snall also te given for all other time now counted towards 
retirement in the Army. When a flying officer reaches the age of 54 years, he 
shall, if he makes application therefor to the Presicent, be retired from active 
service and placed on the retired list. Officers of the Air Corps who become 
physically disqualified for the performance of their duties as flying officers 
shall be eligible for retirement for physical disability. 

The Committee, in explaining the various sections of the bill, states with 
respect to an assertion made in the War Departrent report on nromotion and 
retirement with regard to the present system of promotion to the effect that 
ed years will elapse between the time the head and tail of the hum of World War 
officers reaches the grade of major, that "it is obvious that many of the air 
officers, if they live, would never reach a field grade before retirement." 

As regards the provision that officers of the Air Corns shall retain on the 
original Air Corps promotion list the same relative position with resnect to eact 
other that they now have on the Army nromotion list, it is stated that the offi- 
cers within the corps have become accustomed to these relative positions and 
that it is believed unwise to upset that arrangement now for the sake of trying 
to remedy a few injustices that have existed since 1920. The real injustice is 
the position of the Air Corps with respect to the other arms, and this is cor- 
rected by the separate list. 

Contending that the rate of promotion in the Air Corns is affected by condi- 
tions different from those in the other branches of the service and that princi- 
pal among these is the high casualty rate and tho greater responsibility of the 
individual officer for his length of service, it is asserted that an officer 
should at least expect to reach the grade of Major before the end of his career, 
and that the command of a Major - the squadron - cemands that whon he reaches 
that grade he be at his maximam flying efficiency and retain that efficiency for 
at least a few years. The high casualty rate indicates that it is about even 
chances that the officer will survive 15 years after starting to fly. It is 
therefore important that his early promotion be fairly rapid - to mejor in 12 
years; then as his flying efficiency decreases and his edministrative cuties be- 
come heavier the rate of promotion can be slower. 

With reference to the retirement feature of the bill, the renort states: 

"Your comuittee recognizes a situation peculiar to the Air Corps which ree 
quires that special treatment be given retirement foatures. Military flying pro- 
duces a great drain on the physical resistance; subconsciously, if not conscious- 
ly, there is always that thoucht of the risk involved. Changes in altitude sub- 

-156= V-5783,A4.C. 








ject the whole physical system to rapid changes in atmospheric pressure and canuge 
conditions to which the body is not accustomed. Speed also adds its nhysiologicg) 
problers. Partial deafness often results from the excessive noise and altitude, 
The nervous system is subjected to abnormal strain. Eye strain with sometimes 
permanent deleterious effects is common. Lack of oxygen and lowered pressure at 
high altitudes affect all the normal functions to a marked degree. 

Our Army flyers are a picked lot; they must meet more rigid physical require. 
ments for entry into the Air Corps than for service in other branches; their deat, 
rate- from disease is far lower than in the balance of the Army. Yet it has been 
found necessary to train a special corps of flight surgeons who are able to 
giagnose and remedy the peculiar conditions that develop in air work. These 
flight surgeons live with and watch the flyers to anticipate if possible the con. 
ing of a physical condition which might result fatally in the air. 

When an officer of the Air Corps has served 30 years your committee believes 
the character of service has been such as to warrant retirement should the offi- 
cer care to exercise this option. And in computing that time such of it as in- 
volved flying would by the terms of this bill be counted double. Active military 
flying is essentially a young man's occupation, and when an officer gives to his 
country the best years of his life in a profession where the expectancy of life 
is so mich less than in other branches, he deserves special consideration. 

None of the retirement provisions in this section makes it mandatory for an 
officer to leave the service; they simply establish an eligibility for retirement 
Which, except in the case of physical disability, leaves to the officer the 
option to contimue in service or to retire. 

It is obvious that the age limit at which a flying officer may retire should 
be lower than in the other branches. It is highly desirable that the Air Corps 
be a group of active flyers ready to take the air in combat at a moment's notice, 
Men who reach the age of 54 years will probably have lost, as a general rule, 
mach of their usefulness in the air. Not all will desire to retire at this age 
nor even after 30 years of service; the option, however, is provided." 

In the summary it is stated, among other things, that"Congress has repeated- 
ly encouraged, and rightfully so, the principle that the Air Corps should be com 
posed of active flyers. A10 per cent limit has already becn placed on the mm 
ber of nonflyers and even that is reduced by the inclusion of such flying offi- 
cers as may become disqualified. It is obviously the intent of Cohgress to pro- 
vide the maximum of flying officers and the minimum of nonflyers in the strength 
of the Air Corps. *** * The efficiency and development of the Air Corps under the 
five-year program passed by Congress in 1926 is greatly impaired by the lack of 
proper personnel legislation. It has been difficult, in fact impossible, to fill 
the yearly increments. Service for those in the Air Corps has become far less at- 
tractive as conmercial aviation has developed and offered excellent opportunities 
jn civil life. It is the opinion of your committee that this bill. will tend to 
correct the existing situation. 

Tne committee have heard throughout the past few years numerous witnesses 
regarding personnel niatters in the Air Corps. Arguments have been presented 
against a separate promotion list, stating such action would adversely affect the 
morale of the Arny. “Woscohvincin> tentimony, howevot, bis been given by these 
opponents to show hor to correct the present situation in the Air Corps." 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: 

lst Lieut. Clarence P. Kane from duty as language officer, Tokyo, Japan, 
to Rockwell Air Depot, Calif. 

Major Ira A. Rader, upon comletion course of instruction at Command and 
General Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth, to Infantry School, Fort Benning, Ga., 
for duty as instructor. 

Major John H. Jouett from Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, to Fort 
Crockett, Texas, effective about August 17th. 

lst Lieut. Earl S. Hoag from Mitchel Ficld to Philippines, sailing about 
May 16th. 

lst Lieut. Lewis R.P. Reese, Wright Field, to Philippines, sailing May 16th. 

lst Lieut. Thomas M. Chapman, San Antonio Air Depot, to Philippines, sailing 
from San Francisco about June 8th. 
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Major Alfred H. Hobley, Frocuremcnt Planning Representative, Air Corps, 
Payton Tistrict, to Tashineton, D.o. for duty in Office of Assistant Secretary of 
War, reporting avout August lst. 

end Lieuts. John W. Bowmen, Mitchel Field, and Wn. &. Scott, Jr., Bolling 
Mield, to Dayton, Chios, not later than June SOth for duty as students at Air 
Corps Engineering School.’ i. 

lst Lieut. John M. McDonnell, Offico Chief of Air Corps, to Kelly Field, 
Texas, Cffcctive Ausust 2Sth, and to take special observer's course commencing 
Nov. lst. 

lst Lieut. Alfred W. Marriner, Crissy Field, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
eifective August lst. 

lst Lieut. Courtland M. Brown, Brooks Field, to Scott Field, I11. 
Orders Revoked: 
~ fssignment of Major Archie W. Barry, Scott Field, to Presidio of San 
Francisco, as Air Corns Procurement Planning Renresentative. . 

Transfer of end Liceuts.. Tallacc E. Whitson and Walter C. White of March Fiel. 
to duty in Hawaiian Department. 

ssignment of Lieut. Carltan F. Bond to Langley Field unon completion foreig: 
duty. Assigned to Crissy Ficid. 
Rolievec from detail in Air Corps: 

Captain Samuel N. Karrick, Corps of Engineers, to Hqrs. 3rd Corps Area, 
Baltimore, Md. . 

end Lieuts. Harry M. Grizzard and Fred L. Thorpe to Infantry, end Division, 
Fort Sam Houston, Toxes. . 
Detailed to Air Corps and to Srooks Field July ist 

Ié¥ Lieut. Elden Q. Foust, Quartermaster Corps. 
Transfers; 

end Lieut. Demas t. Crow, Infantry, to Air Corps, March 21, 1928. 

end Lieuts. James Eenry Collins and Wallace Stribling Dawson. 
To active duty until June 40, 1928: 

lst Lieut. James ©. Keogh, Reserve, Kenilworth, I1l., to Chanute Field,Ill. 
Reserve Officers relieved from active duty: 

lst Lieut. We. K. Andrews, Langley Field, Va. 

---000--- 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO TACTICAL SCu00L 


The following-named Air Corps officers recently reccived orcers relieving 
them from duty at stations snecified and directing them to proceed to Langley 
Field, Va., reporting not later than August 25th next to the Commandant of the 
Air Corps Tactical School for duty as students: 

Major Frank D. Lackland, Fort Crockett, Texas. 

Major Thomas G. Lanphier, Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Major Norman W. Peck, District Procurement Office, Akron, Ohio. 

Najor Augustine W. Robins, Fairfield Air Depot. 

Major Jacob H. nudolph,Wright Ficic,. Dayton, Ohio. 

Captain Zarl H. DeFerd, Middletown Air Depot, Pa. 

Captain Vincent 3B. Dixon, Selfridee Fielu, Mich. 

Captain Uliver S. Ferson, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Captain Carl W. Connell, Langley Field, Va. 

Captain Roger $. McCullough, Largley Field, Va. 

lst Lieut. Kenneth N. Walker, Lengley Ficld, Va. 

Captain Ross F. Cole, Infantry Schcol, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Captain Douglas Johnston, Coast Artillery School, Fort Monroe, Va. 
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Notes trom Air Cor “PS Fields 











March Field, -Calif., March 29th. 


The PT-1's on the field are gradual- 
ly being replaced by the PT-3's. 

A dinner dance was held at the 
Parkriage Country Club on March 26th in 
honor of the following officers who are 
departing for foreign service: Major 
Carlyle H. Wash, Lieuts. Alfred Lindeberg, 
George L. Murray and Arthur L.McCullough, 
whose resignation from the service has 
been accepted. 

Major F.L. Marthn visited the ficld 
for a few days on temmorary duty in con- 
nection with the Visual Inspection Sys- 
tem. Major Martin's many fricnds at the 
field were dclightcd to see him again. 
during his brief stay. 

Lieuts. C.H. Dowman and I.J. 
Williams are the most recent arrivals to 
be stationed at March Ficld. The former 
was assigned to the Department of Ground 
Instruction as instructor in Radio,while 
the latter was assigned to the Fiying 
Department. 

Captain Orlo H. Quinn is recovering 
very nicely from his recent crash in dis- 
puting a right of way with the Riverside 
“gtreet car. 





Bolling Field, D.C., March 30th. 





In comparison with Col. Lindbderzh's 
feat of taking up some 1100 passcngers 
for sight-seeing trips over Washington, 
the regular routine of this post scems 
tame, but some facts and figures may be 
of intcrest to our readers. 

The Parachute Department, following 
its "Safety First" slogan, has packed | 
150 and drop-tested 20 'chutes in the 
past month. 

The Radio Department during March 
sent out 2209 messages, comprising 337,00 
words, and received 1795 messages total- 
ing some 228,000 words. 

The Photo Section has been busy with 
several projects one of which has taken 
Lieut. Julian S$. Dexter and Master Set. 
Andrew E. Matos to Florida. Equioved 
with a Loening Amphibian and a T-2, four- 
lens camera they are, manping both the 
East and West coasts. They are accom- 
panied by Pvt. Irving S. Kallmyer, 18th 
Egrs. Squadron, as mechanic. 

I.. the early part of the 
complete aerial survey of Mt. 
was made, and recently two or 
bers of the Section have been receiving 
instruction in aerial oblique work from 
Lieut. Robert L. Brookings, the Photo 


month a 
Gretna,Pa., 
three mem- 





‘+. combined units will appear again on 
April lst as the Air Corps Detachmont, 


| orticer. 

Flying has been intermittent dup. 
jng the month, due to bad weather, 
However, a number of cross-country 
flights were made during the fine 
spells. A total of 603 flights were 
made from the field, the planes beiy 
in the air 399 hours. 

Having almost recovered from the 
serics of disastrous fires here, 
routine work is nearly back to normal, 
but as this goes to press all is asti;y 
once more due to the fact that both 
squadrons on duty here are being de- 
clared inactive on March 3lst. The 


Bolling Field, under which heading 

this Correspondent will endeavor to 
list all the most interesting future 
events. 


Crissy Field, San Francisco, Calif. 





The 15th Photo Section recently 
made a mosaic map of the vicinity of 
the spillway at Crystal Springs Lake 
for the purnose of later cooperation 
with the 63rd Coast Artillery (A.A.) 

On February 2lst the following- 
named officers, acting as indicated, 
carried on a cooperative mission with 

he 63rd Coast Artillery (A.A.): 

Lieut. Haroid F. Brown, Pilot,and 
Lieut. A.W. Marriner, Observer - Obser 
vation Aviation. Lieut. Willis R. 
Taylor, Pilot, and Master Sgt. Willian 
L. Klutz, Photozrapher, Photographic 
Aviation. Licut. Frank H. Barber, Pilot 
as Attack Aviation, end Lieut. Leo C. 
Alien, Pilot, as Bombardment Aviation. 

The mission was to find the artil- 
leiy protecting the Spillway of Crystal 
Springs Dam - defeat same and bomb the 
dam. The cooperation was highly suc- 
cessful from the viernoint of both th 
artillery and the Air Service. 

On February 23rd prelim.nary tow 
target gunnery was begun for pilots. 

Lieut. Willis R. Taylor and Mr. 
McKee, of the California Development 
Association, flew to Hanford, Calif., 
recently, for the purpose of aiding in 
the establishment of an airport at 
that place. 


Lieut. VW. R. Taylor and a represér 


tative of the Airport Commission of tl 


California Development Association fle 


to Redding, Calif., for the purpose 0 
establishing an airport at that place. 


en 
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versonnel at the field are 
actively engaged in making prepara- 
tions for the Army Relief and Amay 
Yelfare Tournament to be held at 
Crissy Field May 18th and 19th. 


The 


Marshall Field, Kans 





as, March 30th. 


Cross-country flights and 
chauffeuring Cavalry officers in the 
Acrial Experience Course has comoris- 


ead the larger part of training for the 


past three weeks. 

Comparative service test of the 
two 0-2H's at this station have shown 
them admirably adapted for the pur- 
poses for which built, and all pilots 
are cntimsi 
ces. 

Lieut. 
this station March 1th in a’ Douglas’ 
Trans sport enroute for Selfridge Field 

in order to carry ‘foodand supplics | 
to isolated districts in. ‘Northern 
Michigan. 

"In the abs sence ‘of the Trans port, 
construction on the floor of tho 
hangar has goa ssed rapidly to a 
point where the Transport can be put 
in the hangar without removing the 
wheels. It was necessary to dig a 
pit two feet lower than the original | 
floor and 12 feet wide. . 


lst Lieut. George H: Brown, rho 


was recently transferred to this sta-. |! 


tion from the Hawaiian Islands, took 
off for parts unknown for two months! 
leave. 


end Licut. J.L. Daniels jetniead 
to the Fitzsimmons Hospital, Denver, 
at the expiration of his 40-day sick 
leave. Jimmie recovered from serious 


injuries sustained frem a crack up be 
yond the éxpectations of ‘his doctors. 
He expects to be with us for duty 
within a short time. 
end Lieut. J.H. Atkinson left © 
March 28th in a Douglas"0~2 for 
Chamute Field, ferrying Private Capp 
there for the purpose of taling the 


course of instruction in.Radio. Pvt..~ 


Bastian, who just finished the Radio 
course, accompanied Lieut. Atkinson 
on his return trip to this station. 
‘Capt. W.B. Gates and Licut. H.E 
Rice denarted March 28th for Post 
Field, Fort Sill, Okla. 
Licut. Jasper Neville, 12th Obs. 
Sqan., San Antonio, Texas, landed 
here for a few minutes March 25th for 
servicing and visiting with old 
friends. Ho was enroute.‘to Fort Sill. 


where he is detailed for work with 
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astic over their arionaedl 


GaGx Coppin ‘departed from 


ne ed 
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the Artillory. 


Ficld, Fort Brage, N.C., April 3. 





| 

' 

Secretary Davison and General 

| Fechet arfived at this ficld March 4th 
after a stormy trip from Washington. The 
two Amohibians, piloted by Captain Eake. 
and Lieut. Fairchild, were two hours 
late in their arrival on account cf cx- 
tremely poor and dangerous flying condi- 


tions. A steady drizzle, accommanicd b: 
‘ poorvisibility, forced the shins down to 


the trec tops for a great part of tre 
trin. The visito#s departed the. follor- 
ing day for Montgomery, Ala. 

Lieut. J .S. Dexter, en route from 
Bolling Field to Florida, arrived in 
Amphibian on March 15th. 


” 
an 


His work for 





wha ozt’ tivo! months Will te that. of map- 
ping the Flor “ida Coast, in’ coopération 
with the Coast and’ Geodetic Survey. 


Lieut. Russell Scott took Corp. D. 
M. Derrick to Fairfield on March 3rd. 
The latter is td take the Eng sine 
Mechanics course at Chanute Fiela. Pvt 
Paul Dees also departed for Chamte to 
take the course in .nhotography. Pvt. 
Brown, a recent graduate of the Airpla: 
Mechanics course at Chanute, arrived fc 
duty with the organization after a triy 
by air via Langley Field. Sgt. Griffis, 
formerly crew chief and provider for 
the necds of our 02-C, relinquished his 
responsibilities of same and turned th 


| 
| 
i 
if 


job over to Staff Set. W.M. sey. Thi 
cerenony was conducted with so loss of 
tears on the vart of Sgt. Griffis and 


i with no words of gratitude on the vart 
| of Set, Ramsey, for the "C" is, indeed, 
la responsibility. Set. Griffis sails 
| woy 16th for duty in the Philipszines 
wl With him go the ‘sincere cood wishes of 
the entire organization.’ Pvt. K. 
“| Sanningham, erstwhilo -nardchute rigger, 
“t has decided to.seek fame and-fortune i: 
of commercial ‘aviation and ‘sé was dis char; 
'.Qur good 
go With: him'in his ‘new duties. 
Corp. Athhon: Miller has taken over 
‘the dities‘of Pvt. Cunninzham. 
vouch for his ability to handle trem as 
efficiently ashe has. those of the 
transportation department. 

Lieut. Russell Soott, in addition 
‘to his dities of ‘Transvortation Office:. 
now has those of Parachute Officer. 

Set. Fs Heinye received his orders 
to return to Langley Field. He has bes 
on detached service with ‘the Photo Sec~ 
tion here for the past five months. 

Lieuts. H.W. Holden and M.M. Murpr 
flew to Sumter, S. C., on March 19th to 
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inspect proposed sites for an airport. 
at that city. While there Lt. Holden 
addressed the weekly meeting of: the 
Rotary Club. 

Lieut. Ward F. Robinson was sched- 
uled to give a demonstration of aerial 
gunnery ond bombing on March 30th for 
the benefit of the North Carolina Sun- 
day School Teachers Assn. About 200 
guests are expected to witness the 
aemonstration. 

. Work on the addition to the flying 
field has at last taken on a serious 
aspect with the contractor and with 15 
or 20 men at work we shall soon have a 
field large enough for almost any man- 
suvers and for landing in any direction. 
A total of about 50 acresswill bo added 
to the available landing areca. 

The Air Corps Bowling Team is mak- 
ing a strong bid for the silvor cup of- 
fered by the Post E & R Officer. The 
team now stands in third place in the 
league and, with six games to be played, 
has an excellent chance of bringing the 
cup to the Air Corps. The team is com- 
posed of Staff Sgt. Boward (Capt.), 
Pvts. Sorhwidie, Brown, McGee, Partain 
and Moser. Inasmuch as this is the 
first time the Air Corps entered a team 
in the post league, and most members of 
the team had little or no opportunity 
to bowl prior to the season's activi- 
ties, the results are worthy of praise 
from the entire detachment. With this 
season's experience the team should and 
undouvtedly will be among the leaders 
next year. Lieut. Robinson, Recreation 
Officer, is in supervision of tho 
activities. 


Maxwell Ficld, Montgomery,Ala. April 6. 
eend Observation Squadron 








Cross-country flights for the month 


of March included trips to Shreveport, 
Ila.; Tallahassoe, Fla.; Albany, Ga.; 
Fairfield, Ohio; Tallulah, La.; Mobile, 
Ala.; Savannah, Ga.; Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
Atlanta, Ga.; and Fort Benninz, Ga. 

Capt. Frank O'D. Hunter recently 
visited our Post, and with the C.0. at- 
tended the conference at Fort Benning 
on Spring Air Corps Maneuvers. 

The officers here, after an inten- 
sive course of instruction on the new 
Manual of Courts-Martial, took an ex- 
amination on same March 30th. 

On March 14th we were visited by 
the unique advertising plane of "Old 
Gold Cigarette". This "Voice from the 
.| Sky" broadcasted a splendid msical 
program over the city of Montgomery. 


ee 


The Hon. F. Trubee Davison ang 
Gen. James E. Fechet stopped over night 
April lst, enroute to Washington fron 
Panama. They were entertained at din. 
ner at. the Country Club by the officers 
of the post and prominent Montgomery 
business men, and afterwards at a recep. 
tion in the Commanding Officer's ; 
quarters. 

Fourth Photo Section 

The mosaic of the proposed site of 
the Attack Wing at Shreveport: prepared 
by this Section, was completed and de- 
livered to tho Investigating Board 
early in March. 

Two more graduates have reported 
from the Photo School at Chamte Fielj, 

Major Frank Borden, M.D., was or- 
gered to report for duty in Panama. 

Lieut. Russell C. McDonald report- 
ed for duty March 29th. 





Philippine Air Depot, Camp Nichols, 
Rizal, P.I., March 5th; 








Lieut. Wm. J. Hanlon revorted for 
duty at the Depot and was granted ten 
days' detached service at Camp John 
Hay, Baguio. Upon his return he will 
assume the dutics of Depot Station 
Supply Officer, vice Licut. Austin 7. 
Martenstein, who returns to the United 
States on the April Transport. 

Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., took ad- 
vantage of an invitation for himself 
and family to proceed on a six weeks' 
trip on the U.S. Navy BOLD STAR, visit- 
ing Hinskong, Amoy, Shanghai, Pekin and 
Nagasalzi. 





Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., 
Avril 6th. : 





Major F.L. Martin of the Office of 
the Chief of Air Corps arrived March 
15th via March Field on arptour of in- 
spection of the "Visual Inspection 
System", and left March 18th. Major 
Martin was well pleased with the recaé 
of this depot, highly complinenting the 
Operations Department on its good work 
in this connection. 

The Depot was honored with a visit 
from Major §.W. FitzGerald, Commanding 
Officer of the Primary Flying School, 
Brooks Field, who arrived March 13th. 
After spending two days with us he left 
for Brooks Ficld on the 15th. It is 
always a pleasure to have Major 
FitzGerald drop in upon us, as it alway: 
brings pleasant recollections of the 
timo when he was in command here. 


—— 
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| On March 7th for a conference concern- 


ae eRe neuen «sane: 


Captain A.i. Hasie and Lieut, 3.A. 
Jones flew dow from Crissy Field on | 
April 2nd. Their miscion was to assim! 
ilate a situatio:: involving a Coast Are | 
tillery, Infantr,- andi Air Corus = 
at Fort Rosecrans, Calif. 

lst Licut. ‘harles Douglas arrived 
March 26th ard departed on the c3&th for 
Fort Sam Houston, Texa; It is under- 
stood he made a secord-breaking trip 
between this depot and Fort Sam Houston, 
the flying time naving been ten hours. | 

Lieut. B.R. Dallas made a cross- | 
country trip to Crissy Field.on March 
15th in the interest of reserve flying, | 

aad returned the next day. 

Within the last few days a number 
of airplanes have been received from 

March Ficld for overhaul. Eight PT-1's 
wore reccived Merch 28th; six PT-1's on! 
the 30th and four PT-1's on April Sth. | 
Also, 9 DE plancs were reeeived for 
overhaul from March Field during March. | 
One carload of PT-1 airplanes were 
shipped to the Middletown Air Depot, 
Middletow, Pa., March 26th. Another 
carload of PT-l airplanes is to be 
shipped to the Fairficld Air Depot. 

The Army Transport KENOWIS arrived 
at San Diego April dd with a shipment 
of miscellaneous supplies for this | 
Depot. In turn, this Depot shipped two 
training planes, type PW-9-C, and one | 
Douglas Transport, type C-1-C, together | 
with a large amount of miscellaneous 
supplies, to France Field on this 
Transport. © 








Wricht Field, Dayton, 0., April 7th. 








Mayor Wm. Harrison, of Louisville, 
Ky., and a party of officials and tusi- 
ness men of that city were visitors at 
Wright Field on March 24th for the pur-! 
pose of inspecting equipment and gain- | 
ing certain information in connection , 
with the establishment of a nunicipal | 
airport for their city. 

Captain Phillips, Air Corps repre- 
sentative on duty with the Militia 
Bureau, visited the Materiel Division 


H 
\ 
| 
| 


ing supplies for the National Guard 
units. 

Lieut.-Col. Harry Graham 
address on "Transvortation" before a 
joint meeting of various clubs of Ham- 
ilton, Ohio, March 7th. The meeting 
was held under the auspices of the 
Hamiltoh Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Wm. 
Stout, of the Ford Motor Co., was also 
& principal speaker 

Lieuts. Albert F. Hee 


gave an 


euberger and 





— 


: 
| 
i] 
| 
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oa this occasion. 
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Howard 2. Bogert were. ; evanted pilot 
licenses by the Mirvays Livision of 


“the Dent. of Comnerce. Nests for these 
licenses were taken last December, 
At a recent meeting of the Air 


Cluo of Columbus, 0O., audresses were 
imade by Licut. Clarence Crumrine, the 
| principal speaker of ‘the evening, Capt. 
Morris Berman and Mr. T.C. McMahon, 
Chier of the Technical Data Branch, 

Major Clinton W. Howard was wel- 
comed back by old Wright Field friends 
after aa absence of almost three years 
of. foreign service during which time 
he was stationed in the Philippines. 
As is quite customary, he completed 
the circle of the globe by returning 
to the United States via China, Japan 
and Europe. Major Howard left the 
organization at McCook Field, but 
feels very much at Rome as Chief of 
the Airplane Branch ot “right Field. 

Col. C.L. Dasher, Assistant to 
Gen. H.N. Lord, Director of the Brdget, 
was a recent.visitor at Wright Field. 

Mr. M.C. Meigs, publisher, and 
Mr. T.V. Ranck. Editor of the Chicago 
HEPALD AND EXAMINER, and a party of 
aviation enthusiasts, recently flew 
from Chicago to Wrisht Field to make a 
visit to the field. They also visited 
Mr. Orvillo Wright at Dayton. 

General Gillmore, piloted by Lt. 
C.E. Crumrine, flew on March 22nd to 
kcron, O., sor the purpose of address- 
ing a group of business men under the 
auspices of the Akron Board of Trade, 
his subject being "Aviation Develop- 
ment." On March 21st he made a similar 
aderess in Sins panpek ta, 

Lisut. Dichman visited the plant 
f the Xeystone Company ct Bristol,Pa., 


: for the nurnose of a consultation cou- 


cerning corrections to be carried out 
on the XLB-S Bombardment plane. Mr. 
Porter, Chicf Engineer of the Keystone 
Co., accormarnied Lt. Dichman unon his 
return to the Materiel Division for 
| farther conferences with the Division 
concerning these modifications. 

lr. J.4&. Roche, for many years ar. 
expert upon airplane design, spoke be- 
fore 2 meeting of the Dayton Flying 
Club heid at the Engineers Club ,liyton, 
Ohio, his subject being "flying and 
glidirg". Mr. Roche is a member of th 


| Airpliene Branch of the Materiel Div. 


4. “iacdi Gres celebretion for the 
bene *:t of the American Legion Post 
and for th: parpose of setting money 
for ecuipment for a new gymnasium at 
the Feirfield Air Depot was held on 
March 23rd and 24th at the Fairfield . 
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Symnasiur and proved quite successful. 
Contributin; not a little to this suc- 
cess were the flights during the veek 
performed by Lieut. Leroy M. Wolfe and 
Mr. Ford Studebaker who, flying over 
Dayton. and vicinity at night with the 
radio plane, broadcasted a program in 
advertisement of the event. The wave 
length employed was 580 kilocycles or 
517 meters. 


Hars. Philippine Dept., March 17th. 





DEPARTMENT AIR OFFICE: Major W.G. 
Kilner, Acting Air Officer, and Mrs. 
Kilner, are enjoying a three weeks! 
trip on the Insular lighthouse tender 
"Bustamente", which is making its seni- 
annual trip to all lighthouses in the 
Southern Islands. During the absence 
of Major Kilner, Capt. D.B. Howard is 
Acting Air Officer. 


CAMP NICHOLS, RIZAL, P.I. Flicht B, 
end Observation Squadron: 

Aerial machine gun practice was in 
progress throughout the month. To date 
Lieut. H. R. Wells has the honors. Each 
participant has a trick sight of his 
own manufacture, some of which are good 
and some not so good, judging from the 
score cards. 

The organization lost three mexbers 
on what is "reported" to be the last 
trip of the THOMAS, namely, Lieuts. 
Jimmfe Mollison, J.A. Kase and Private 
Wimberly. 

Lieut. Schwaizer,late of this or- 
ganization, paid us a visit unon his 
graduation from the Philippine Constabu- 
lary Military Academy. His new assign- 
ment if Lanao, Mindanao. 

The flying equipment of this organ- 
ization is fast disanpearing - most of 
it going the survey route, due to old 
age. We have hopes of getting some new 
equipment within reasonable time - just 
hopes. 

Headquarters 4th Composite Groun: 

The transnort has come and gone, | 
the cry of short-timer is no more,peace 
reigns. While the old-timers went 
shouting joyously homeward, the new men 
slippec easily into their places. Staff 
Sgt. John 0. Rogers, formerly of the 
end Div. Air Corps, Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, who replaced Staff Sgt. Wm. H. 
Blackden, tas installed as Post Ex- 
change Steward. Set. Paul J.Fitznatridx 
is a welcome addition to the radio 
station. 

Our Personnel Sst. Major, Staff 
Sgt. Albert G. Hewitt,returned from the 








Sternberg Hospital, which is a relicf 
to the information seeker, the Acting 
lst Sergeant of the Hqrs. Detachment, 

FPvts. Ames, Emerson, McDonough, 
Pool and Roggins returned from duty 
in connection with maneuvers. 

The morning report and returns 
clerk is now addressed, when you can 
get his attention at all, as Corporal 
Ligon. Basil James, our star radio and 
telegraph operator, is now Private lst 
Glass. Pvt. Bain, Court Clerk, and 
Pvt. Riscon, the landscape architect of 
the flying field, are both 6th Class 
Snecialists. 

Robert L. James, our culinary. 
artist, succumbed:to the lure of the 
tropics and extended for discharge and 
recnlistm ent. 

66th Service Squadron: lst Lieut, 
Donald L. Bruner, Squadron Adjutant, 
returned on the 6th from detached ser- 
vice at Baguio, Mountain Province,P.I, 

lst Set. George Mendel, formerly 
of the 96th Bombing Souadron, now as- 
signed to this organization, is due to 
sail from New York City on or about 
May 16th. Staff Sgt. J.J. Dooney and 
Set. J.C. Elder arrived in this Depart- 
ment on the February Transport as re- 
placements for Staff Sgt. James ¥. 
Wyatt end Sgt. George Miekley. Staff 
Sst. F.H. Cox, having made a mutual 
transfer with Staff Sgt. L.S. McDonald, 
reported to the C.0. of the end Obs. 
Squadron for Gaty on Feb. lst. Private 
S.A. Keene, who has deen sick in 

ternberg Gencral Fospital, was sent t 
the States on February transport to cr- 
ter Letterman General Hospital. 

Seven new men who arrived in this 
Devartment from the United States on 
the February transport, and one new 
man who reenlisted in this department 
on Feb. i4th, were assigned to this 
orcanization. 

28th Bombardment Squadron: On 
February 6th the 28th Bombardment Sqdun. 
moved by truck and air to Clark Field 








“a for. ‘training in gunnery, night flying 


aid Air Force field exercises, and for 
zest of suitability to its tactical 
necds of individual equipment author- 
ized for its enlisted mon. The Groun¢ 
B@helon, under command of Lt.McCormick, 
cleared Camm Nichols at 7:00 a.m. ,serv- 
ed dinner enroute and arrived at Clark 
Field at 5:00 p.m. 

Souadron bivouacked on night of 
6th, established camp on 7th with tents 
and cots supplied by Quartermaster, % 
Camp Stotsenburg, and maintained the 
bathing facilities of the 3rd Pursuit 
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[squadron which were used by oificers and) Gevarnor--Goneral absard. 
enlisted mon. Staff Set. Marley of Langley Field 
Firing at tow tare zets Vas very suc-] arrived on the Februsry TiCk25 and wes 
ecesiul, as 8 of the.1i cffierrs who {| asslened 9s non-com. in cherge of tne 
fired course ottainad more than 50 nits | film develeping deosartment, 
gut of a sossible 97, Lieut. Bond. ton- Ci ark Yield, Gann ©: ogsevmre, FT. 
|ped the’ list with @l bits, close ‘ely rol- The Baguis season Yor Clark Fic 
lowed by Lieut. MeCarmick with 90. ha® opseaed, Me jor Walton and Liext. 

The Sqadvona aonreciates the mauy Semi gen left en the 27th for a monch! 

' courtesies extended furins this: yericd..j detayhed service,.at the mountain re- 

by the 3rd on Smaadcron and the in- | sort, and.the res} of us are trying to 

ye tevest in our activicies eeepenyos ov decide when we want to so. Liecnt.. 
Brig.-General &. 4 Holbrook, Sommanding | Wiiliems is in command during the 
Camp Stotsenturg, : absence of Majer Walton... 
On Fevrasry 14th the ‘anmial tac- Several provlens were.-held with the 
tical inspection of the ord gpl ind 27h Dembarsmrent Squodron while they 

: this Soundron Tas held. .Tais insre wore cpevatine from “lark Bield, Among 

; | tion included a field exercise: calees: trom was a bowbing aud machine sun ate 
ied by the two scvadrons; which’ was wit-.] tack on a flonting target.in Lingayen 

inessed fromia DH. by Major General Bay with disastrous, resvlts for the 

. Sladen and by Bris.-Geserat-Boibrook targst ard a like: atteck on stetionary 
from an NBS-1, watch, ‘as one of: our for- say hor in the north channel, opacsite 

mation, participased in the exerdise, Cexvrepidor, in waich the machine. gun 

The retura to Camp Hichois on Feo. dasa ™.S Suuk and. the bombing results 

20th was without incident. wore very satisfactory. Several other 
The Squadron obtcincd & now let orcbieks such as nurse it attacks on 
Sergeant and a buck serscant for the bDorbardnent planes, etc., were also 

. Armanent Denartment, as roe ee nt: tor ih 
Sgt. Pruitt, who was essigaed:to Brocks ewrd aerial machine gun firing was 
| Field. We wish them or Ge best of donanetnd with very extisfactory re- 

; luck during their star sith the. 5 49n. sults. We were deleyved somewhat <ue 
‘6th Photo Esction: The: 6th thoto - to the 23th Eonub. Sniaivon opesiating 

i, \Bection coonersted with the 28th Bow | from this airdroms for a couple of 
iberament: Squadron and the Srd-Porevit,. | weeks and hoving several tactical over: 

, | Squadron during the 4th Comosite Group |] ations with them, bus when re fliaeily 
maneuvers at Clark Field, Camp Stotscb- | cot sterted re rent along with a teng, 

7 iburg, Feo. 16th to 2ist. ail pilots ou2lifvine as exserts, bt. 

i Acriel phovogregus were made of P.W. Mclf made the high sompie with a 
, the bombing and machine evn firing on total of 1075. 

; floating targets at Lingayen Bay and in Caw rnor-Gencrel Stimsen arrived on 
the vicinity of Correridor. a nimber she FRISIDENT MeLINLOY and was greeted 
of these nhotographs were finished and | bright and eerly vy the hole Greun. 
Celivered to the 4th Composite Group Tae tra Pursuit Sa.airon rendezvoused 
Commancer shortiy after the plares re- | "ithothe rest of tie Group over Cavite 
turned to Clark Fleld. These nhoto- at 6:20 a.m. and from there proceeded 
graphs were hurriedly made, working un- | 925 to the boat wiich was in sight on- 

ne der field conditions with chemicals and| posite Gorreridor ead escorted the now 
equipment, which were trans zcrted by Coverncs -Cencral atonut half way to 
photosranhic airviane frown the base Manila, slere ws left hin to. the wercy 

r laboratory at Sama Fichols of wumerovs. smitl craft which had come 

The Section ass been nestwhtiic the Cus to grest nim. Meee 
“News reel pnotosranhers in maxing dimy Lieut. Fovzier, scheduled to sail 

1 fir Corps pictures’ in the Philinpine for the United States on the April 

K Islands. An interesting: night: motion boat, kad: his ovdexs changed to the 

™_ picture reel was made.eat. Clark Tield, Juiy ti anepert era his orders for sta- 

x -Showing a tribe of Negritos enterts in- tion cEauged fram Scott Field to 
ing the membvers:of the 28th Eomvardment! Crissy Facld. Witt Job staring over 
Squadron end 3rd Prisvit Sqcwdron with | ancther voat, the firet trip of tre 

ts their native dances. Freparat‘’ons are | GRAtl wiil carry only four nstoad of 

; being made to take aerial motion pic- five of cur ten officers, as orizinal- 
tures of the 4tii Compusite Group air- ly scheduled, dac'z to assitument in 
planes escorting the Doliar Liner the Statcs. 

j McALNLEY to Manila, with the acw 
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Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I. | 


The lest trip of the Trans»nort THOMAS 
enroute to the States started on Feb. 
15th. 
and, needless to say, received the prop 
sort of farewell. The following day °. 
Capt. Adler departed via commercial 
liner, bound, after many stops in varie 
ous lands, for duty in the Chief's 
Office. The "good-byes" of the previous 
day were duplicated. The Squadron is 
impatiently waiting the arrival of the 
GRANT next month, when we expect one 
more officer for duty at Kindley Field. 
Great is the speculation as to who the 
lucky man will be. 

Lieut. Jimmie Hodges, as Operations 
and Communications Officer, has for the 
past month been busier than the »vroverb- 
ial cat - or is it paperhanger - keeping 
ships in the air with radio functioning 
ifor the Coast Artillery target season 
land the Army-Navy maneuvers. During the 
season all commissioned personnel, Meloy, 
\Patrick, Hodges, Holland and Watkins, 
‘grew hoarse from calling rights, lefts, 
‘overs and shorts into the microphone, 
‘and are now able to discourse learnedly 
of "G.P.F's" - "Ranze Rakes", "Harmonics": 
and "Variometers", instead of referring 
to guns and gadgets. We're proud of 
|the success of our communications and of 
demonstrating the fact that airplane 
‘sensings can come in materially faster 
than those from terrestrial observers. 
| Our part of the Army-Navy maneuvers “. 
;consisted of keeping the Commanding 
‘General, Blue Forces, informed of the 
‘location of the Black Fleet and of the 
‘approach of hostile aircraft. To ang- 
jment our amphibian forces, three of the 
;Naval VTA3's were attached to the Squad- 








Lt. James A. Mollison was coed 


t wondering what is in Andy's mind. 





{ron for one day and conducted recon- 
inaissance with us. 

We offer thanks to Kelly, Selfridge | 
and Langley for Sets. Duprey, Lee and | 
Gray, as their opportune arrivsl has 
put us on the map in Corregidor base- 
ball. The Coast Artillery has begun to; 
sit up and worry. Under the ceptaining | 
of lst Sgt. Van Houten (more thanks to | 
Kelly Field) and the coaching and sup- , 
now rated as a possible choice to meet 
the Japanese team now on the way to the 
Islands for a series of games. 

We've also entered into the fight 
game with a bang, with the result that 
Corporal "Wild Bill" Bailey worked up 
to the opportunity of meeting "Tiny 
DeBolt", the "Pride of the Asiatic 
Fleet" in a six round bout for the Army) 
Navy championship of the far east. 
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DeBolt got the decision, but it wasn't 
a ponular one, and we're hoping that 
Bailey may have another chance to shoy 
that he's a better man in the ring, 
The usual week-end parties were helg 


‘& during February and so far in March - 


the Meloys, Patricks, Hodges, Watkins, 
Hollands and Capt. White all entertain. 
ed guests from Topside and Manila. 


Boston Airport, Mass., April 10th. 


Capt. Chris Ford, who has been Act- 
ing Air Officer since Major Longanecker 
was relieved, is on leave at present, 
At first he intimated that he was 
going to France, but last report hag 
it that he is spending his vacation in 
the North Woods. Well, that will be 
safer, Captain, as the battles of the 
Boulevards should be done by non- 
flyers. During Capt. Ford's absence, 
our Commanding Officer, Lieut. Duke, 
is Acting Air Officer; in fact, ho is 
about everything pertaining to aviation 
in this Corps Area. He is on the 
Mayor's Aviation Board, and several 
other Boards, so he is a busy officer, 

This station rendered for March the 
first renorts under the new system. It 
is not as easy as the old system, es- 
pecially as we have had no instructions 





‘at all in regard to this system. 


Our Acting lst Sgt. Anderson is 
sporting a new (2nd hand) car. We are 
It 
can't be girls, as he is too old for 
that, Pvt. 1st Class Campbell, who is 


| Acting Supply Sergeant, was rated 


Specialist 5th Class April Sth, orders 
being sent here from ist Squadron. 
Pvt. Specialist 2nd Class Dionne was 
slated for discharge Friday the 13th. 
Henri says there is no percentage in 
leaving the service on such a day, 80 
just fix me up for another hitch. 

The President of the Boston Ameri- 
cans (Red Sox) presented the Army per- 
sonnel at the Airport with ten free 

gses for the opening game in Boston, 
and the C.0. stated that all excenting 
@ guard could go. in consequence of 


port of our C.0., Lieut. Meloy, we are | which there were ten strong Red Sox” 


rooters doing their stuff. 

About forty students from the Mass. 
Institute of Technology are being given 
hops of about 15 mimites each. These 
young men are taking a course in eero- 
nautics under lst Lieut. Samel 
Frierson, who is at Tech. as an instruc 
tor in Aeronautics. The planes are 
mostly flown by Reserve pilots. 


—— 
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